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The Montana Freemason is an official publication of 

the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Montana and is provided by the Montana Masonic 
Foundaiton, Inc. Unless otherwise noted, articles in this 
publication express only the private opinion or  assertion 
of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the Grand Lodge. The jurisdiction speaks only 
through the Grand Master and the Executive Board when 
attested to as official, in writing, by the Grand Secretary. 

The Editorial staff invites contributions in the form 
of informative articles, reports, news and other timely 
information (of about 350 to 1000 words in length) that 
broadly relate to general Masonry. Submissions must be 
typed or preferably provided in MS Word format, and all 
photographs or images sent as a .JPG file. Only original 
or digital photographs or graphics that support the 
submission are accepted. 

All material is copyrighted and is the property of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana and the authors.

Subscription - the Montana Freemason Magazine is 
provided to all members of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. 
of Montana. 

© 2012 Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc. All rights 
reserved. This  material may not be reproduced, displayed, 
modified or distributed without the express prior written 
permission of the copyright holder. 

When reprinted, articles should note:“Reprinted with 
permission of The Montana Freemason Magazine.

Please direct all articles and correspondence to :

Reid Gardiner, Editor
The Montana Freemason Magazine

PO Box 1158
Helena, MT 59624-1158 

mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org
(406) 442-7774 

Articles submitted should be typed, double spaced 
and spell checked. Articles are subject to editing and Peer 
Review. No compensation is permitted for any article or 
photographs, or other materials submitted for publication. 
All photographs must be identified as to who took the 
photo and the names of the individuals who may appear 
in the photo. E-mail all photos and articles to the address 
above.

About the Cover: 

The Mission  Mountains 
Photo coutsey of Susan Lake Photography

Lemlmts u kw cxw uy  
“Welcome to our home” - Salish language

Kiʔsuʔk kyukyit
“Welcome” - Kootenai language

The cover photo is courtesy of Mission Valley resident 
Susan Lake.  Other than a professional photographer, 
Susan is a member of a large agricultural family. The 
family farms produce wheat, alfalfa, and seed potatoes. 
(The first seed potatoes grown in the area were 
compliments of Past Grand Master Harold Small) The 
family also has a seed development laboratory that works 
in partnership with MSU and the Extension Office to 
provide quality seed research and development.

The iconic barn is a valley landmark that pays tribute 
to the pioneering history of the valley’s agricultural 
community.  In addition to the crops mentioned canola, 
field corn, rapeseed, and mint compliment the estimated 
900,000 calves that are produced annually.

Framing the photo is the snow covered caps of Mount 
McDonald.  The east peak is the fourth highest in 
Montana breaking the 10,000 feet threshold. The west 
peak protects a glacier that in the winter forms the 
profile of the shape of a bighorn sheep and is part of 
the local lore.  The mountain is named for Hudson Bay 
fur trapper Angus McDonald.  Angus was married to 
Catherine (Catherine was closely related to the Nez 
Perce Chiefs, Eagle From the Light, Looking Glass, 
White Bird, and Joseph) They operated the trading 
establishment Fort Connah which is maintained as a 
historical site just north of St. Ignatius.  Today there are 
more than 800 living relatives of Angus and Catherine 
according to author James Hunter in his book: Scottish 
Highlanders, Indian Peoples.
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Thom Chisholm 
MWGM

I have long pondered my final opportunity to 
address the Craft as Grand Master in the Montana 
Freemason Magazine.  Like everyone, I wish my 
thoughts and words to have some beneficial meaning 
and an attempt to stimulate one’s thoughts to greater 
deeds.  In my muddled contemplations, I have reverted 
to my basic characteristics and occupational designs.  
Education has been my life in one form or another for 
almost four decades; the roles of student and teacher 
have intertwined to become one.  Continuously 
along this journey, Masonry has cast a shadow on 
my learning and achievement.  One could easily 
argue that this relationship between Freemasonry 
and lifelong learning is not by coincidence.  It is this 
relationship that has the most meaning for me as I 
reflect on Montana Masonry.
 

My Masonic education was mostly likely first 
documented by a circa 1974 photograph that captured 
an image of my three and a half year old self at the foot of 
the Worthy Matron’s station in the Hot Springs Lodge 
Hall.  This was a picture of my mom’s installation, the 
first of several stints as Worthy Matron of the chapter. 
I was a part of an organization that would guide 
my life.  A couple years later, I became cognizant 
of how a Masonic family handles death, when my 
grandmother passed.  This was important because 
it was the reinforcing agent for my dad to become 
a Mason; he first pondered it when my grandfather 
passed years before.  Dad became a Mason, and very 
importantly a Shriner.  It was witnessing my dad’s role 
in Shrine that first sparked the idea for me.  I joined 
Masonry to become a Shriner.  And, to this day, I am 
very proud of my time in both entities and the lessons 
they have taught me.  

During my professional life, Masonry was also on 
the periphery to teach me.  At first, I was immersed 
in the history of humanity when I was a social studies 
teacher. Teaching World History, American History, 
and Government brought the lessons of American 
Freemasonry to light in every word of the Constitution, 

Grand Master’s Message 
to the Craft

the parallels of western society, and the leadership 
of the United States.  It made me remember my 
university advisor assigning a term paper on Jacque 
DeMolay and the Knights Templar moments after 
commenting on my dad’s Masonic ring that I have 
worn continually since the night I was raised.  Later, I 
taught industrial arts and handled daily the working 
tools of the operative mason; always contemplating 
the meaning they held for the speculative mason.  The 
current stage of life finds me in the role of leadership, 
both in occupation and Freemasonry.  Again, one 
could never deny the appearance of coincidence.
 

However it is not my reflections that matter, but 
the understanding of the relationship of Freemasonry 
to one’s education.  Freemasonry is a method for 
one to continue to learn; an enlightenment of one’s 
self and one’s interactions with mankind.  It is not a 
memorization club with members reciting elemental 
aspects of life and death.  This is merely a means to 
an end.  The whole lessons of Masonry include both 
the means and the end.  One can reflect on Bloom’s 
Taxonomy of learning levels to better understand 
this holistic methodology.  (Benjamin Bloom studied 
pedagogy and andragogy, or methods of how students 
and adults learn)

The foundation is rote memory skills, such as the 
memorization of multiplication tables. On the peak 
of the levels is synthesis/evaluation.  That is creating 
knowledge, the highest and arguably the purest form 
of education.  In between these levels are critical 
thinking, problem solving, understanding, and other 
forms of learning.
 

Masonry is capable of all these levels of learning.  
The mouth-to-ear oral traditions transfer the basic 
pillars of the craft to the degreed initiate. Higher 
levels of learning, including synthesis, occur with the 
lessons of Masonry through vigilant contemplation.  
What is remarkable is Freemasonry can yield both 
individual and universal truths.  That is to say, many 
have similar understanding through Masonry, and yet 
it can be unique to a single brother. Masonry provides 
education that is physical, intellectual, emotional, and 
spiritual.  Although it can, and has been so applied 
as such, stand alone as a discipline in these formats, 
Masonry is to supplement and not supplant one’s 
lessons in exercise, intelligence, relationships, and 
religion.  It is also intended to be life-long.  I would 
postulate education extends beyond one’s life.
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I was recently reminded of a powerful message 
from an unlikely source.  Arguably one of the modern 
era’s finest educators and children’s author, Dr. Seuss, 
penned the following axiom of education:

The more that you read,
The more things you will know.
The more that you learn,
The more places you’ll go!

As I close this chapter of my Masonic journey, I 
encourage everyone to apply the intent of this poem 
to his relationship with Freemasonry.  And as I select 
my final words, I posit this as advice and a request for 
the good of the order and the betterment of the craft:  
NEVER STOP LEARNING! 

I would be remiss to not acknowledge the efforts 
and support of the many that have made Montana 
Masonry a superb experience for me.  While the list 
is lengthy, I would like to recognize a few individuals, 
and entities.  To begin, I would like to speak to the 
integrity of the craft as a whole.  From corner to 
corner of this grand state, Freemasons still, as always, 
are the foundations of their communities and lodges.  
They are practicing the arts of the craft to better their 
towns/cities, schools, and counties. 

I have really enjoyed the travel and getting to 
understand the many wonderful brothers in the 
jurisdiction.  I have to acknowledge the Glacier and 
Missoula districts for their unwavering support and 
assistance.

Using old concepts to creat new ideas, 
Design and Invention; Composing; 
Imagining; Inferring; Modifying; predicting;
Combining

Assessing theories; Comparison of 
Ideas; Evaluating Outcomes; Solving; 
Judgeing; Recommending; Rating

Identifying and analyzing patterns; 
Organisation of ideas; recognizing 
trends

Using and applying knowledge;
Using problem solving methods;
Manipulating; Designing; 
Experimenting

Recall of Information;
Discovery, Observation;
Listing; Locating; Naming

Understanding; Translating;
 Summarising; Discussing;
    Demonstrating

BLOOMS TAXONOMY 

  Home is a wonderful place to be, and I am proud 
of western Montana for keeping the home fire burning 
for me during the past 11 years.

Hot Springs Lodge has afforded me the chance to 
learn and grow as a Mason.  I have never left a lodge 
meeting here when my constitution was not renewed 
and my step lighter.  They have been a fountain of 
energy for me when the journey made me weary.  To 
my Masonic family, I can only accept their patience 
and understanding during my absence from the local 
activities of the lodge and chapter.  To those special 
brothers who understand that words cannot express 
our relationship, I am certain you understand.  I trust 
you know my reciprocal appreciation of Masonry.
 

Finally, to my family I say must say thanks for 
the years of commitment that was given to the craft 
vicariously.  Although the understanding may have 
appeared cloudy, the support and love was always 
crystal clear, without condition or appeal.  To Brandy 
and my boys, “I Love You”, I could not have labored in 
the quarries without your assurance.  Collectively, to 
all I say,  “Thank You”
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Notice For Balloting
On Grand Lodge Officers

During the 148th Annual Communication, the 
voting delegates will be voting for the following 
officers:

Deputy Grand Master
Senior Grand Warden
Junior Grand Warden
Grand Treasurer
Grand Secretary

The various duties of these officers are specified 
within the Constitution and Code of Statutes.

Proxies

Whenever the Master, Senior Warden or Junior 
Warden cannot attend the annual communication 
he may grant a proxy, in writing, to some member
of his Lodge to act in his stead. The proxy must be
issued by him at east two days prior to the annual
communication, and he must notify the other officers 
of the granting of the proxy. The proxy card must be 
presented when checking in and registration.

If either the Master, Senior Warden or Junior Warden 
has died during his term of office or has permanently 
moved from this jurisdiction, the Lodge may, at a 
regular meeting held at least two days prior to the 
annual communication, elect a proxy for such 
officer. If the member designated as proxy does 
not use it, the credential cannot be used by anyone 
else. If a proxy is being given, it should be given to 
a member of the Lodge other than a Past Master, as 
they have a vote. If attending as a Proxy, the member 
must present his current Montana Dues Card and 
the Proxy card to the registration committee. Tie 
Vote. The Grand Master shall have a regular vote in 
all matters before Grand Lodge. In case of a tie vote, 
he may also cast the deciding vote.

Presentation of Lodge Banners

Continuing with the long standing tradition, Lodges
are again requested to bring their Lodge Banner for
display during the Annual Communication. The 
Banners will be posted about the Lodge room. Please 
make arrangements to ensure that your Lodge is 
represented with your banner.

Worshipful Master’s Duty
 To Attend Session

Every year, Worshipful Masters and Wardens 
promise to submit to the “ancient charges and 
regulations of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons” 
before being installed. These charges “point out the 
duties of a Master of a Lodge,” and are deemed so 
important that they are read to ensure accuracy.

What do these charges mean? Here is some food for
thought. You promise a regular attendance on the 
committees and Communications of the Grand 
Lodge on receiving proper notice and to pay 
attention to all the duties of Masonry on convenient 
occasions. A Lodge is a constituent of the Grand 
Lodge when in session. In order for a lodge to be 
an indispensable component it must be represented. 
Thus its presence is mandatory, either personally or 
by proxy. Additionally, our Code requires that each 
Lodge be represented by the attendance of their 
Master and Wardens.

25050. REPRESENTATION IN GRAND LODGE.
Each chartered and duly constituted lodge shall be 
represented in Grand Lodge at every non ceremonial
communication by one or more of its Master 
and Wardens, or by an elected representative. 
Where a Master or Warden is unable to attend, 
the lodge Instructor shall be given the preferential 
representation.

Mission Valley No. 78
BBQ

For those arriving on Thursday, Mission Valley 
Lodge No,. 78 will be hosting a BBQ (Burgers & 
Brats) at Beotcher Park on  June 26th from 5:30 to 
7:30 for those Brothers who wish to join them. The 
cost is $15.00 you can pay when you submit your 
Session Registration form.

The Park is by the water on the old 9 hole golf 
course.  Going East from town it is the first left 
past Town Pump.  Coming into Polson going West 
it is the second Right past McDonalds  In case of 
inclement weather it will be at the lodge (1102 4th 
Ave. E.). Contact Doug Stam at 883-4480 or Frank 
Tyro at 261-3294 for more information.
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Aprons For Session

Again this year all officers are encouraged to bring 
and wear the apron appropriate to their office or 
station within the Lodge. Also, all Past Masters 
are encouraged to wear their Past Master’s Apron. 
There will be a limited number of plain paper aprons 
available for use.

The lambskin apron is the prized possession 
of every Mason. In order to protect it from the 
deterioration of frequent use, it is customary to wear 
as a substitute, a white cloth apron supplied by the 
Lodge. Some Lodges provide special aprons with 
blue trim and appropriate emblems for their officers, 
and most Grand Lodges have more elaborate aprons 
for their officers. To be “properly clothed,” a Mason 
must wear the apron in Lodge unless, as an officer, 
he wears the appropriate apron supplied him by the 
Lodge or Grand Lodge.

Within the Grand Jurisdiction of Montana Masons 
always wear their aprons outside of clothing; not 
under the coat or jacket.

Dues Cards Presented at Session

Current Dues Card: the current Dues Card will need 
to presented at check in and Registration at Session. 
The current dues card will be green in color and 
show the expiration date of December 31, 2014. The 
barcode on the dues card will be scanned to expedite 
check in and verify voting status. Failure to bring 
and present your 2014 Dues Card may result in you 
not being allowed to participate in Session.

Invitation to Installation 
& 

Reception

Most Worshipful, Right Worshipful, Worshipful 
and Brothers All, You are cordially invited to the 
Installation of the 2014-2015 Elected and Appointed 
Grand Lodge Officers at 5:00 P.M . on Saturday June 
28, 2014 following the Formal Closing of the 148th 
Annual Communications of the Grand Lodge A. F. 
& A. M. of Montana being held in Polson, Montana 
at the KwaTaqNuk-Best Western  Hotel.

Lady Ellen and myself 
along with the 2014-2015 
Grand Lodge Officers  look 
forward to your support 
and attendance at our  
Installation Ceremonies and 
your Registering for and 
attendance at the Reception 
following. The cost for the 
reception is $25.00.

    
    Donald S. Cerovski
                                 Donald S. Cerovski

R.W. Deptuy Grand Master

Attire for Session

Thursday, June 26th for Vespers
 Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedos
 Visiting Dignitaries – Black Tuxedos
 Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie
 Ladies – Formal 
 Boat cruise and dinner – Business Casual

Friday, June 27th 
 Session 
 Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedos
 Visiting Dignitaries - Suit or Coat & Tie
 Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie
 Master Masons Banquet
 Grand Lodge Officers –  Suit or Coat & Tie 
 Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie
 Ladies –Complimentary to the men 

Saturday, June 28th 
 Session
 Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedo
 Visiting Dignitaries – Suit or Coat & Tie
 Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie
Installation for new Grand Master & Grand Lodge 
Officers
 Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedo
 Visiting Dignitaries – Suit or Coat & Tie
 Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie
 Ladies – complimentary to the men
Reception for new Grand Master and Officers
 All Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie 
 Ladies – complimentary to the men

Proposed Recommendations 
and Resolutions

The proposed legislation presented herein has 
been reviewed and approved by your Committee 
on Jurisprudence. The legislation proposed is in 
proper format for presentation to the Craft. For 
complete detailed legislation please see the Advance 
Proceedings or the copies available during Session.
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Whereas:  Paragraph 2 of the Articles of Incorporation of the Masonic Home of Montana states:

That the purpose for which it (the Home Corporation) is formed is to acquire by deed, gift, devise or 
bequest; take, hold, manage, lease, sell, convey, invest, or otherwise dispose of any and all real or personal 
property, or estates therein, moneys, securities, funds, rentals, income or other revenue which the said Grand 
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Montana, or the Grand Lodge Charity Fund, a corporation, 
may now own, hold or possess, or may hereafter acquire or set apart, or which this corporation to be known as 
the Masonic Home of Montana, may hereafter acquire, in trust always to be used in and about the erecting of 
suitable buildings and conducting, supporting, and maintaining within the State of Montana a home or homes 
for the aged, infirm or destitute Masons, their wives, widows, and orphans, subject to the direction and control 
of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Montana.  (Emphasis added)

Be it resolved that:

The Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana directs the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Home of Montana 
to take whatever actions it finds necessary to close operations of the Home not later than December 31, 2014, 
and to dispose of the real property of the Home not later than July 31, 2015.  

Be it further resolved that:

The incoming Grand Master create a special committee to find a means to utilize the remaining assets 
of the Masonic Home, including the all the legal entities and funds owned and controlled by the Home, and 
the proceeds from the sale of the Home’s real property, to provide charity to our needy brothers and family 
members in their local areas.  This committee is directed to report its findings and recommendations to the 
Grand Lodge at the 2015 Annual Communication.

This directive is issued under the authority granted to the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana in Paragraph 
2 of the Articles of Incorporation of the Masonic Home of Montana.

Rationale:  
Within the past three or four decades, the long term maintenance of the Masonic Home has been brought 

into question.  The questions have been focused on the ability to sustain and fund the Home’s occupants into 
the future.  Many Grand Masters and Masonic Home Board members have studied this problem, and with 
it the need to maintain our Masonic obligation of charity.  It is, with emphasized understatement, a very 
complicated issue.  To this end, many Masonic leaders felt the home should be closed and it was brought to the 
craft for a decision.  The decisions were often decided with impassioned pleas to maintain our rich history of 
charity.  To this end, it was determined that the home be opened to those outside the fraternity to assist with 
the ever rising cost of the home’s operations.  This was a short term solution that provided some relief to the 
bottom line.  Even more recently, a professional company was hired to direct the operations of the home; again, 
short term relief to the problem of operating the home efficiently.  It also added a layer of leadership, which 
many believe eliminates the need for a Masonic Home Board of Directors.

  
I believe it is time to re-examine what we are supporting at the Masonic Home.  Of the nearly 35 beds 

occupied, only three or four are affiliated to Masonry.  At the time of this writing, I am not certain a brother 

GRAND MASTER’S RECOMMENDATION GMR-2014-01

A Grand Master’s Recommendation that the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana use its powers 
under the Articles of Incorporation of the Masonic Home of Montana to direct the Board of Trustees of 
the Home to take whatever actions it deems necessary to close the Home within six months and dispose 
of the real property of the Home within one year, and to request the Grand Master to appoint a special 
committee to determine the form of the Grand Lodge charity operations in the future.
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Mason is an occupant.  I also understand that the cost of the professional administration company is expected 
to exceed the available revenues needed to maintain current operations.  This can possibly lead to the need 
to draw upon the principal amount of the foundation moneys.  What I am stating is that the Masonic Home 
is once again struggling with funding concerns, and at the same time is not very “Masonic” in its occupants.

We have to take the next step and transition to a different model for our Masonic Home, and most 
importantly, a new model for our charity.  I am convinced we can provide a more meaningful form of assistance 
for our brothers; one that maintains the dignity or humility, strengthens our position within the state, and 
demonstrates our courage and leadership in the public arena.

Comments of the Committee on Jurisprudence:
This Grand Master’s recommendation seeks to direct the Board of Trustees to take necessary actions to close 
the Masonic Home not later than December 31, 2014, and to sell the real property assets of the Home not 
later than July 31, 2015.  It further seeks to request the incoming Grand Master to form a special committee 
to study the form of our Grand Lodge charity in the future, and report to Grand Lodge at the next Annual 
Communication.

This recommendation does not seek to amend the Constitution, the Code of Statutes, or the ritual.  
Therefore, it requires a favorable majority vote for adoption.

On April 11th MWGM Thom Chisholm visited 
Judith  Lodge No. 86 in Hobson for a visitation with 
the Lewistown area Lodges. After a meal, Brothers 
from Friendship No. 37, Captain Scott Lodge No. 98, 
Western Star No. 104,  Unity No. 71, Lavina Temple 
No. 101,  and Judith Lodge No. 86 greeted Grand 
Master Chisholm. The Grand Master addressed the 
Brothers on a number of subjects and then open the 
floor for questions and answers. 

Also present were: MWPGM Don Kimmel, RW 
Grand Secretary Reid Gardiner, W. Grand Marshal 
Lewie Fletcher, W. Junior Grand Steward Moe 
Rademacher, W. Assistant Grand Secretary Dan 
Gardiner, and a host of wonderful Brothers.

Grand Master 
Visits Judith Lodge No. 86

&
Lewistown Area Lodges
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Be it resolved that Code of Statutes Section 4020 B be deleted.

4020.  SPECIAL COMMITTEES.  The following committees shall be appointed at each annual communication 
of Grand Lodge, as soon as practicable after its organization, by the Grand Master when needed:

A.  To consist of three members each:
1. Examination of Visiting Brethren, whose duty it shall be to examine all visitors not properly vouched 
for, and report their respective names, addresses, and Masonic connection to Grand Lodge;
2. Chartered Lodges and Lodges under Dispensation, whose duty it shall be to:

a.  Examine the returns of chartered lodges and report thereon;
b.  Examine the work of Lodges under dispensation, and if found worthy to recommend them for 
charters, and
c.  To examine all petitions for change of name or location of lodges, and report thef acts with 
recommendations. ; and

B.  To consist of five members each:
1. Examination and Nomination of Masonic Home Trustees, whose duty it shall be to:

a.  Examine and report on the annual report of the Masonic Home Board of Trustees prior to the close 
of the annual communication; and
b.  Present the names of the necessary nominees to fill the vacancies of Master Mason Home Trustees 
whose terms have expired and the name of the member to serve for the remainder of the term of the 
member he replaced because of resignation or death to be elected; further nominations may be made 
from the floor, although no member of the Masonic Home Board of Trustees shall serve more than 
two full consecutive terms.  The committee shall include the Deputy Grand Master and Senior Grand 
Warden.

Be it further resolved that Code of Statutes Section 6030 be amended as follows:

6030.  CONTRIBUTION FEE TO THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC MEMORIAL. AND THE 
MASONIC HOME OF MONTANA.  In addition to the degree fees (37080), each Entered Apprentice shall 
pay the lodge $5.00 to support the George Washington Masonic Memorial. and $10.00 to support the Masonic 
Home of Montana.  These This fee shall be paid only once by the candidate.  The lodge shall remit the fees 
fee collected and annually include them it as part of the Annual Return process.  Once all the fees have been 
received through the Annual Return process the combined fees from all lodges for Masonic Home of Montana 
and the George Washington Masonic Memorial will be remitted to them it by the Grand Secretary.

Be it further resolved that Code of Statutes Section 7040 be amended as follows:

7040.  VIGILANTE MEMORIAL WELFARE FUND.  The Vigilante Memorial Welfare Fund shall be used for 
the aid, and assistance and relief of all poor and distressed Master Masons, their widows and orphans. as well 
as persons who would ordinarily be qualified for admission to the Masonic Homes of Montana, but whose 
condition makes it impossible for them to be admitted to the Home because of lack of hospital facilities there.  
It shall be funded by at least $1.00 per capita assessment levied upon the constituent lodges.  The Board of 
Directors of the Montana Masonic Foundation shall be responsible for processing of all applications for relief 
and assistance from this fund under such rules and regulations as shall be established by the Board.

Be it further resolved that Code of Statutes Section 20070, Subsection L be amended as follows:

20070.  HISTORIC LODGES.  A special classification of constituent lodges is hereby established, to be known 
as historic lodges, with authority to preserve their buildings, paraphernalia, and historic connections to their 
communities, subject to all the provisions of this code, except:

L.  They shall not:

COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE RECOMMENDATION CJ-2014-01

A recommendation to delete Code Section 4020B to delete all reference to the Masonic Home Board.
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Be it resolved that Article V, Section 520 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. be amended as 
follows:

520.  Qualifications of Officers.  All officers must be a member of a lodge in this jurisdiction.The Grand Master        
and Deputy Grand Master must be a Past Master of a lodge in this jurisdiction.  The Grand Secretary must be a 
member of Grand Lodge.  Every elected and appointed Grand Lodge officer must be Past Master of a lodge in 
this jurisdiction, excluding historic or educational lodges, and must maintain membership in a lodge in this 
jurisdiction.

Submitted by Whitefish Lodge No. 64, on 1/21/2014

Committee on Jurisprudence Comment:  
This resolution seeks to amend the Grand Lodge Constitution to require all elected and appointed Grand 
Lodge Officers to be Past Masters of a lodge in this jurisdiction.

In accordance with Section 810 of the Constitution, the Grand Master shall refer this resolution to a special 
committee, which shall review the proposed amendment and make corrections which do not change its original 
intent. The special committee shall report on the proposed amendment by recommending passage or defeat 
thereof, and may concurrently recommend substantive amendments or a substitute Constitutional amendment 
which shall be considered by the members of Grand Lodge.  

If the proposed Constitutional amendment and any amendments to it are approved by a majority vote of the 
members present, it shall be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which shall report thereon at the next 
annual communication.  A three-fourths favorable vote must be received at the next annual communication 
for the amendment to be adopted.

RESOLUTION R-2014-01

A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO SECTION 520 TO REQUIRE ALL ELECTED AND 
APPOINTED GRAND LODGE OFFICERS TO BE PAST MASTERS OF LODGES IN THIS 
JURISDICTION.

1. Have power to confer degrees;
2. Be liable for the relief of a member, his wife, widow, or orphan; or  and a member of an historic lodge 
shall not be eligible for admission to the Masonic Home unless he is a member in good standing in a lodge 
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge; or
3.  Be entitled to representation in the Grand Lodge or a vote therein; and

Committee on Jurisprudence Rationale and Comments:
This recommendation is made under authority of Code Section 5070 B 1, which directs the Committee on 
Jurisprudence to prepare legislation as may be required, together with a brief statement of the purpose and 
effect of them on Grand Lodge, and which will carry out the intent of the proponents.  

This is companion legislation to GMR-2014-01.  The passage of Grand Master’s recommendation GMR-2014-
01, directing the Home Board of Trustees to close the Masonic Home within the next six months, and sell the 
real property assets of the home, would make any reference in the Code to the Masonic Home superfluous.  
This recommendation is necessary to clean up the Code by deleting all references to the Home.

If GMR-2014-01 is defeated, this recommendation will be withdrawn.

This is a proposed amendment to the Code of Statutes; a two-thirds favorable vote is necessary for adoption.
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Be it resolved that Section 510 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana be amended 
to read:

510.  ELECTED AND APPOINTED.

A.  The Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warder, Grand Treasurer and Grand 
Secretary shall be elected by ballot at each annual communication.  Each installed Deputy Grand Master shall 
be considered the Grand Master-elect and will be installed as Most Worshipful Grand Master at the succeeding 
annual communication.  Should the Deputy Grand Master (Grand Master-elect) be unable, for any reason, 
to be installed in the office of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, there shall be elected by ballot from the 
brethren who are eligible, a Grand Master, in addition to the other elected Grand Officers.  A majority of votes 
cast shall be necessary for election.  All other Grand Lodge Officers shall be appointed by the Grand Master.

B.  For election to the offices of Grand Treasurer or Grand Secretary, Master Masons in good standing within 
a Montana constituent lodge and qualified for the office under this Constitution, may be considered to be 
eligible for election to the offices of Grand Treasurer or Grand Secretary upon compliance with the following 
requirements:

1.  The brother will submit to the Grand Secretary no later than 5:00 PM of the date 120 days prior to the 
commencement of the Grand Lodge’s annual communication, a letter of interest in being considered for 
election to the office of either the Grand Treasurer or the Grand Secretary, and a one page resume.

2.  The letter of interest can be no longer than two pages in length, and must clearly state the brother’s 
qualifications for being able to perform the duties of either the Grand Treasurer or the Grand Secretary as 
provided for in this Constitution or the Statutes of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana.  The Grand 
Secretary will verify that the   brother is in good standing within a Montana constituent lodge.  Upon this 
verification, which must occur no less than 60 days prior to the commencement date of the Grand Lodge’s 
annual communication, the Grand Secretary will transmit copies of each brother’s letter of intent and resume 
to all constituent lodges.

Submitted by Morning Star Lodge No. 5, on Feb 2, 2014

Committee on Jurisprudence Comments:
This resolution seeks to amend the Grand Lodge Constitution Section 510 to require all Master Masons 
who are willing to serve as either Grand Treasurer or Grand Secretary to submit a letter of interest and a 
resume 120 days prior to the start of the annual communication.  The contents of these documents and 
how they are to be processed and distributed are specified in detail in the amendment.  

The proponent’s original resolution included a proposed amendment to Code of Statutes Section 23090 to 
remove a conflict between the proposed Constitution amendment and the prohibition against electioneering 
currently in Code Section 23090.  Because of the different procedures for amending the Constitution and 
the Code, the Committee on Jurisprudence in past years has divided resolutions containing amendments to 
both Constitution and Code to make them more understandable.  This year’s committee has followed this 
practice.  This revised resolution contains only the Constitutional Amendment.  See Resolution R-2014-
02A for the Code amendment.

In accordance with Section 810 of the Constitution, the Grand Master shall refer this resolution to a special 
committee, which shall review the proposed amendment and make corrections which do not change its 

RESOLUTION R-2014-02

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 510 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE 
A.F.&A.M. OF MONTANA TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROCEDURE THAT QUALIFIED MASTER 
MASONS MUST FOLLOW TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ELECTION TO THE OFFICES OF GRAND 
TREASURER OR GRAND SECRETARY FOR THE GRAND LODGE A.F.&A.M. OF MONTANA.
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original intent.  The special committee shall report on the proposed amendment by recommending passage 
or defeat thereof, and may concurrently recommend substantive amendments or a substitute Constitutional 
amendment which shall be considered by the members of Grand Lodge.  

If the proposed Constitutional amendment and any amendments to it are approved by a majority vote of the 
members present, it shall be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which shall report thereon at the next 
annual communication.  A three-fourths favorable vote must be received at the next annual communication 
for the amendment to be adopted.

Be it resolved that Section 23090 of the Code of Statutes of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana be 
amended to read:

23090.  ELECTIONEERING. Except as otherwise allowed by the Constitution and Statutes of the Grand Lodge 
A.F..&A.M. of Montana, electioneering Electioneering is prohibited.

Submitted by Morning Star Lodge No. 5

Committee on Jurisprudence Comments:
This resolution is companion legislation to Resolution R-2014-02, and seeks to amend Code Section 23090 to 
permit electioneering where it is specifically allowed in other sections of the Constitution or Code.  It removes 
the potential conflict between this section and Constitution Section 510 if R-2014-02 is passed.

If Resolution R-2014-02 fails to receive a favorable majority vote, this resolution will be withdrawn as 
unnecessary.  If Resolution R-2014-02 receives a favorable majority vote, this resolution will be introduced 
and immediately tabled until the next annual communication.  If R-2014-02 is adopted at the next annual 
communication, this resolution will be taken off the table and acted upon.  

In accordance with Section 50320, a favorable two-thirds vote is required for adoption of this resolution.

RESOLUTION R-2014-02A

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 23090 OF THE CODE OF STATUTES OF THE GRAND 
LODGE A.F.&A.M. OF MONTANA TO PERMIT ELECTIONEERING IF ALLOWED ELSEWHERE IN 
THE CONSTITUTION OR CODE OF STATUTES.
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Be it resolved that Section 510 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana be amended 
to read:

510.  ELECTED AND APPOINTED.  The Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, and Junior Grand 
Warder, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary shall be elected by ballot at each annual communication.  Each 
installed Deputy Grand Master shall be considered the Grand Master-elect and will be installed as Most 
Worshipful Grand Master at the succeeding annual communication.  Should the Deputy Grand Master (Grand 
Master-elect) be unable, for any reason, to be installed in the office of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, there 
shall be elected by ballot from the brethren who are eligible, a Grand Master, in addition to the other elected 
Grand Officers.  A majority of votes cast shall be necessary for election.  All other Grand Lodge Officers, except 
the Grand Treasurer and the Grand Secretary, shall be appointed by the Grand Master.

Be it further resolved that two additional sections be added to Article V of the Constitution, as follows:

513.  ELECTION OF GRAND TREASURER AND GRAND SECRETARY.  The election of the Grand Treasurer 
and the Grand Secretary shall be conducted at every third annual communication.  The Master Masons elected 
to these offices will be installed one year after their election.  The term of office shall be three years, limited to 
no more than two consecutive terms.

516. VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF GRAND TREASURER OR GRAND SECRETARY.  If the Grand 
Treasurer or Grant Secretary is unable to complete his term of office, the Junior Past Grand Treasurer or Junior 
Past Grand Secretary shall assume the office for the unexpired term of office.

Submitted by Delta Lodge No. 128 (* see note)

Committee on Jurisprudence Comments: 
This resolution seeks to amend the Grand Lodge Constitution Section 510 and add two additional sections to 
establish elections for the offices of Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary every third year, to set the terms of 
office for these officers, establish term limits, and to designate successors in case of a vacancy in office.  

The Committee on Jurisprudence has put this resolution in proper format for amending the Constitution.

In accordance with Section 810 of the Constitution, the Grand Master shall refer this resolution to a special 
committee, which shall review the proposed amendment and make corrections which do not change its 
original intent.  The special committee shall report on the proposed amendment by recommending passage 
or defeat thereof, and may concurrently recommend substantive amendments or a substitute Constitutional 
amendment which shall be considered by the members of Grand Lodge.  

If the proposed Constitutional amendment and any amendments to it are approved by a majority vote of the 
members present, it shall be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which shall report thereon at the next 
annual communication.  A three-fourths favorable vote must be received at the next annual communication 
for the amendment to be adopted.

*NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE AND THE GRAND 
SECRETARY: Constitution Section 470 permits only three sources of legislation:  1) By written resolution 
submitted and sponsored by a constituent lodge of this jurisdiction; 2)  By Grand Master’s recommendation 

RESOLUTION R-2014-03

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 510 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND 
LODGE A.F.&A.M. OF MONTANA, AND ADD TWO NEW SECTIONS TO ARTICLE V OF THE 
CONSTITUTION, WHICH WILL CHANGE THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR THE GRAND TREASURER 
AND THE GRAND SECRETARY TO THREE YEARS, SPECIFY WHEN ELECTIONS FOR THESE 
TWO OFFICES ARE TO BE HELD, ESTABLISH TERM LIMITS FOR THESE OFFICES, AND SPECIFY 
HOW VACANCIES IN THE TWO OFFICES ARE TO BE FILLED.
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Be it resolved that a study commission be selected, one Mason from each district of the Grand Lodge, to 
conduct a study of current and possible future methods and procedures for vetting and selecting prospective 
candidates for election to the offices of Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary, and introducing the candidates 
to the constituent lodges.

Be it further resolved that the scope of the study shall include, but not be limited to:

L.  Determination of the conditions under which candidates(s) for Grand Treasurer and/or Grand Secretary 
shall be selected.
2. The procedures to be used to advertise for or recruiting prospective candidates.
3. The procedures to be used to determine the qualifications and suitability of prospective candidates, and 
selecting the most qualified
4. The procedures to be used to inform the constituent lodges of the results of the candidate search and the 
identity of the most qualified candidate(s).

Be it further resolved that the Study Commission shall submit a Resolution to the Grand Lodge during the 
2015 Annual Communication.

Be it further resolved that the Executive Committee, with the assistance of the Committee on Jurisprudence 
shall include in its report to Grand Lodge all necessary amendments to the Constitution and/or Code to 
implement the recommendations .

Submitted by Sentinel Lodge #155, on Feb 15, 2014 

Committee on Jurisprudence Comment:
This resolution seeks to direct the Grand Master and the Executive Committee to form a special study 
commission to study possible methods and procedures for vetting and selecting prospective candidates for 
election to the offices of Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary.  It further directs the special commission to 
develop resolutions to implement their recommendations at the next annual communication.  It does not seek 
to amend either the Constitution or Code at this time.

Since this resolution does not seek to amend either the Constitution or Code, a favorable 
majority of votes cast is necessary for adoption.

RESOLUTION No. R - 2014- 04

A RESOLUTION TO SELECT A STUDY COMMISSION, THAT WOULD STUDY POSSIBLE 
METHODS AND PROCEDURES FOR VETIING AND SELECTING PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES 
FOR ELECTION TO THE OFFICES OF THE GRAND TREASURER AND GRAND SECRETARY.

and/or decision; and  3) By Standing Committee reports.   This resolution did not have the signature 
of the Master and Secretary, the seal of the lodge, and the date of approval by the lodge, when it was 
received.  These items are required to indicate approval and sponsorship by the lodge.  If the necessary 
certification is not received by the tyled opening of Grand Lodge on June 27, 2014, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Jurisprudence will recommend to the Grand Master that this resolution be rejected.
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Be it resolved that Section 230 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana be amended 
as follows:

230.  OFFICERS AND MEMBERS.  Grand Lodge shall consist of all Master Masons in good standing in a 
constituent lodge of Montana who have made suitable proficiency in all three degrees.  This does not include 
those Master Masons whose only membership in Montana is in an educational or historic lodge.  
A.  Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Secretary, Senior Grand Deacon, Junior Grand Deacon, Grand Marshal, Senior Grand Steward, Junior 
Grand Steward, Grand Standard Bearer, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, Grand Tyler, Grand Chaplain, 
Grand Historian, Grand Organist, and Assistant Grand Secretary.
B.  Such officers as it may from time to time create.
C.  The Past Grand Masters and Past Deputy Grand Masters of this jurisdiction.
D.  The Masters and Wardens or their proxies duly constituted, and the Treasurer and Secretary, without right 
of proxy, of the chartered lodges under its jurisdiction, and
E.  Such Past Masters who qualify as Past Masters of this jurisdiction, and provided for elsewhere in this Code 
(28060).

Be it further resolved that Section 450 be amended as follows:

450.  QUORUM.  The annual communication of Grand Lodge shall not be opened, nor shall any business be 
contracted therein, unless a majority of the chartered lodges in the jurisdiction be represented.  A lodge may be 
represented by any of its members who are also members of Grand Lodge (230). one or more of the following:
A.  Its Worshipful Master.
B.  Its wardens.
C.  Proxies of its worshipful master and/or wardens.
D.  Its secretary.
E.  A past master who is in good standing in the lodge.
A smaller number may meet and adjourn from day to day until a constitutional quorum shall be in attendance.

Be it further resolved that Section 620 be amended as follows:

620.  VOTES. All members of the Grand Lodge of Montana shall be entitled to one vote at the annual 
communication. The following shall each be entitled to one vote:
A.  Elective and appointive Grand Lodge Officers;
B.  Past Grand Officers;
C.  Masters, Wardens, Treasurers and Secretaries of chartered lodges; and
D.  Past Masters of chartered lodges.

Be it further resolved that Section 640 be amended as follows:

640.  PROXIES. No proxies will be allowed. Whenever the Master, Senior Warden or Junior Warden cannot 
attend the annual communication he may grant a proxy in writing to some member of his lodge to act in his 
stead.  The proxy must be issued by him at least two days prior to the annual communication and he must 
notify the other officers of granting the proxy.  If either the Master, Senior Warden or Junior Warden has died 
during his term of office or has permanently moved from this jurisdiction the lodge may, at 
a regular meeting held at least two days prior to the annual communication, elect a proxy for 
such officer.  If the member designated as proxy does not use it, the credential cannot be used 
by anyone else.

Submitted by Euclid Lodge No. 58 (*see note)

 RESOLUTION R-2014-05

A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FOR SECTIONS 230, 450, 620, AND 640, GRANTING 
MEMBERSHIP IN GRAND LODGE TO MASTER MASONS IN GOOD STANDING IN A 
CONSTUTUENT LODGE IN MONTANA WHO HAVE MADE SUITABLE PROFICIENCY IN 
ALL THREE DEGREES, AND GRANTING THEM ALL THE POWERS AND PRIVILEGES OF 

MEMBERSHIP.
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Committee on Jurisprudence Comments:
This resolution seeks to amend four sections of the Grand Lodge Constitution to grant membership in Grand 
Lodge to all Master Masons who are in good standing in a constituent lodge in Montana, who have made suitable 
proficiency in all three degrees, excluding those whose only membership in Montana is in an educational or 
historic lodge.  It further grants them the powers and privileges of membership, i.e., to power to represent their 
lodge in the determination of a quorum and to vote in Grand Lodge.

In accordance with Section 810 of the Constitution, the Grand Master shall refer this resolution to a special 
committee, which shall review the proposed amendment and make corrections which do not change its 
original intent.  The special committee shall report on the proposed amendment by recommending passage 
or defeat thereof, and may concurrently recommend substantive amendments or a substitute Constitutional 
amendment which shall be considered by the members of Grand Lodge.  

If the proposed Constitutional amendment and any amendments to it are approved by a majority vote of the 
members present, it shall be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which shall report thereon at the next 
annual communication.  A three-fourths favorable vote must be received at the next annual communication 
for the amendment to be adopted.

*NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE AND THE GRAND 
SECRETARY: Constitution Section 470 permits only three sources of legislation:  1) By written resolution 
submitted and sponsored by a constituent lodge of this jurisdiction; 2)  By Grand Master’s recommendation 
and/or decision; and  3) By Standing Committee reports. This resolution did not have the signature 
of the Master and Secretary, the seal of the lodge, and the date of approval by the lodge, when it was 
received.  These items are required to indicate approval and sponsorship by the lodge.  If the necessary 
certification is not received by the tyled opening of Grand Lodge on June 27, 2014, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Jurisprudence will recommend to the Grand Master that this resolution be rejected.

Celebrate DeMolay

During the 148th Annual Communication you will see a 
lot of our Montana DeMolay youth. They will be taking 
part in the Public Opening, and you will see them at 
the DeMolay Display booth and helping out. 

We plan to have a very special celebration of Montana 
DeMolay at the Master Mason’s Banquet on Friday 
night. We would like to ask all active DeMolay, Senior 
DeMolay and Masons and visiting Grand Lodge Officers 
who have the Chevalier Award or Legion of Honor to 
wear your Cordon during the banquet.



Page 18

  Montana Freemason                                         March 2014                                           Volume 90   Number 1

4010. RULES OF ORDER. The following rules of order shall govern the deliberations at each Annual and
Special Communication of Grand Lodge:

A. The Grand Master shall take the chair every day precisely at the hour fixed for the meeting of Grand
Lodge, when the journal shall be read, if called for;

B. During the hours of business the members are to keep their seats and observe strict order and decorum,
and no member shall leave the hall, or absent himself from the service of Grand Lodge unless he has 
permission, or is unable to attend;

C. No member shall be permitted to speak more than twice upon any subject without permission of Grand
Lodge, unless it is merely to explain, and if any member is twice called to order at any meeting for 
transgressing these rules, and is guilty of a third offense of the same nature, the presiding officer shall, 
without challenge, order him to leave Grand Lodge, and he may further be subject to reprimand, suspension 
or expulsion, as Grand Lodge may deem proper.

D. When a question is put, it shall be the duty of each member present to vote, unless for good cause Grand
Lodge shall excuse him, but no member shall vote upon any question in the event of which he is personally
interested;

E. No motion shall be entertained until it is seconded, and there shall be no debate thereon until it is stated
by the chair;

F. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, with the name of the mover endorsed thereon, if the chair or
Grand Secretary desire it;

G. When a question is under debate no motion shall be received but the following:
1. To adjourn;
2. To lay on the table;
3. To commit;
4. To substitute; and
5. To amend or to postpone indefinitely.

The motion to adjourn shall always be in order and be decided without debate. These motions shall have
precedence in the order above listed;

H. When a motion has been once made and carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for
any member who voted with the majority to move for a reconsideration thereof, but this rule shall only be
applicable to an original motion;

I. All questions shall be propounded in the order in which they were moved, except in filling up blanks, 
when the largest sum and longest time shall be put first;

J. There shall be no appeal from the rulings of the Grand Master as the presiding officer;

K. No report shall be received from any of the committees of Grand Lodge, unless the same shall be 
reduced in writing, and signed by at least a majority of the members thereof; and

L. No committee, without special leave, shall sit while Grand Lodge is at labor.

Annual Communication Rules of Order
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In the heart of western Montana’s Flathead Indian Reservation is a unique cultural center, built by the 
regions original creators of the fine arts and crafts: the Salish, Kootenai and Pend d’Oreille peoples. It is 
more than a museum; it is a vital, living encounter with Native American culture, as centuries-old wisdom 
for living harmoniously with the earth is practiced and taught. The center features an exhibit gallery, 
educational programs, and Native Ed-venture interpretive tours focusing on Native American heritage, 
natural history and cultural interpretation. Discover the people who practice traditional skills that are 
featured in their gift shop.

The People’s Center is located at 53253 US Highway 93 in Pablo Montana and is located on the Flathead 
Indian Reservation, 6 miles south of Polson.

We will be returning about 3:30 p.m. to the 
KwaTaqNuk. Depending on the time, we might 
have a short time to shop in Downtown Polson. We 
are looking forward to seeing everyone!

Hi Ladies,

Only a few more weeks until the 148th Annual 
Communication for our Masons. As you know 
this year the Annual Communication will be held 
in Polson on June 26, 27 and 28th, 2014 at the 
KwaTaqNuk Best Western Hotel. The Ladies will 
meet at the Front Entrance of the resort at 11:00 am 
to board the shuttles to take them to the luncheon 
and activities

The ladies activities should be fun and interesting 
and we are looking forward to seeing many of you. 
The Ladies Luncheon will be held Friday June 
26th, at the Allentown Restaurant at Ninepipes 
Lodge 69286 Highway 93, Charlo, Montana. The 
cost will be $30.00 per person and includes the 
transportation and admission to the Ninepipes 
Museum and the People’s Center.

We would like to have your reservation by 
June 1st. Anyone is welcome to attend the Ladies 
Luncheon. They do not have to be registered for the 
Communication.

  First Lady Brandy Chisholm

SQELIX'U/AQFSMAKNI-K The People’s Center
Pablo, Montana
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The center of the building contains a life-size dicorama of wild animals and an Indian camp scene that 
includes a creek, elk hide teepees, a woman scraping a buffalo hide, children playing, and a rack of drying 
meat. An old cabin, originally built by the Jocko River has been moved to the museum grounds.

Wagons and buggies dot the front of the museum grounds. To the side of the cabin is the entry to the 
Nature Trail, a handicapped accessible area giving the opportunity to view the beauty of the valley and 
Mission Mountains. Signs along the walkway help you to identify the birds and small animals in the area. 

Named after Chief Joseph Ninepipes, a Bitteroot Salish Chief, the museum is 
nestled under the protection of the Mission Mountain Range. It contains a wealth 
of early photos, artifacts and antiques representing more than a century of life in 
the Flathead Reservation, and Montana and is one of the area’s finest treasurers.

The Ninepipes Museum of Early Montana was established in 1997 to discover 
and memorialize the history and culture of the Flathead Reservation and early 
Montana. It is designed for the enrichment, education and recreation of local 
residents and visitors.

The museum is located halfway between Missoula and Kalispell near the National 
Bison Range and the Owl Institute. It is bordered by the Ninepipes Bird Refuge, 
a nationally recognized bird watching area, and fish and wildlife land on all 
sides. Housed in a long and concrete structure built to museum specifications 
and standards, the museum includes both long term and temporary exhibits that 
provide the viewer with articles representing the life of early people in the area.

Your trip time begins with the Art of the Old West. You can get a first hand 
picture of how the noted artists of the different time periods found the life. You 
will find work by Alfred Jacob Miller, Charlie Russell, and E. S. Paxton, as well 
as later artists. Indian artifacts are displayed in cases. The Hall of Photographs 
contains pictures of men and women who helped compose this history: Native 
Americans, trappers, miners, loggers, cowboys, ranchers, and settlers.

As you continue through the museum you will find a collection of weaponry 
including clubs, bows & arrows, and guns. There are spurs and saddlery, life-
sized mannequins in cowboy, cowgirl and Indian dress. You will see a grizzly 
trap, depicting the lost art of preparing a “grizzly set”. Throughout the museum 

is a vast collection of Native American Beadwork.
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There is a certain mental condition, as set forth 
frequently in our Masonic literature, especially in 
that great forum, the Masonic press, that gives strong 
evidence of what may be termed Hysteria. It has not 
attained to that solidarity that we can characterize it 
as hysterical Freemasonry; it has such a spasmodic, 
fantastic and grotesque manifestation, that the term 
hysteria in Freemasonry is more suggestive, and at 
the same time relieves the fraternity of the onus of the 
disease and places it on the individual.

Freemasonry must not be held responsible for 
it, either by heredity or by environment; it is purely 
an exotic growth. Hysteria has been defined as, 
"Repressed Desire"; hence it is purely a mental state. 
We find hysteria in medicine, in religion, in law, in 
Pedagogics, in philosophy, in fact it abounds in all 
systems of thought. It should not, therefore, be thought 
strange that this mental quirk, this cerebration cut on 
the bias, should manifest itself in Freemasonry. The 
disease is not contagious in the accepted sense of the 
word, but it is transmitted by mimicry. If a circus 
comes to town and the boys succeed in attending 
it, the barns and woodsheds are filled for months, 
thereafter, by embryo rope walkers, contortionists 
and bare back riders. A transmission by imitation. It 
is equally true in Freemasonry; let some one expound 
something that looks, tastes, smells and sounds 
profound, imitators will spring up from all quarters. 
The more incomprehensible the seeming profundity, 
the greater the number of gymnasts in the Masonic 
barns and woodsheds. 

I have always believed that Freemasonry was a 
very practical thing; a something that manifests 
itself, chiefly, in a man's life; that it is a life and not 
a theory; practical living and doing, not dreaming 
and philosophizing. That it was a beautiful, everyday, 
practical system of morality veiled in allegory, and 
illustrated by symbols; not veiled to confuse or hide, 
but to make plain; not buried in symbols to obscure, 
but to fix indelibly some plain, possibly homely, truth. 
I have believed that the allegory and the symbol 
in Freemasonry stood in the same relation to the 
candidate that the parables of the "Great Teacher" 
stood in relation to the multitudes who heard Him. The 
allegory, the symbol and the parable are but different 
modes of expression to make clear the thought. But 
now comes the Masonic Philosopher and the Masonic 
Symbologist with eyes in fiery frenzy rolling, actuated 
and influenced by this "Repressed desire" and says: 
"It is all a mistake, Freemasonry is not such a simple 
thing, as everyday living and doing; no it is a sublime, 

Hysteria In Freemasonry
Wm. F. Kuhn. PGHP (Missouri)

The Builder Magazine, April 1915 Volume I – Number 4

profound system of metaphysics, that only the Ancient 
wise men understood and could explain; a philosophy 
so obstruse that the average Mason, and, possible, a 
Past Grand Master, is a mere babe and suckling in the 
comprehension of it. I once met a man in a lunatic 
asylum, who came to me with crude geometrical 
figures of a sphere, a cube, an equilateral triangle, 
and a right angle triangle, drawn on the bottom of a 
paste board box. He explained to me that the three 
sides of the equilateral triangle represented the 
three great forces of Nature, namely, the upsideness, 
the downsideness and the downupsideness or the 
upsidedownness; as long as the upsideness and 
downsideness maintain their proper relation and 
were greater in power than the third side represented 
by the downupsideness or the upsidedownness, 
everything would be harmonious; but should these 
three great forces ever become projected, so as to 
form a right angle triangle, so that the square of the 
downsideupness or the upsidedownness becomes 
equal to the sum of the squares of the upsideness 
and downsideness, then chaos and evil would reign, 
and as the cube, representing the universe, consists 
of many right angle triangles, there would be an 
endless disturbance in the cosmogony of the world. 
I admired his vast learning and profundity, and I was 
mere suckling to his theme and theory. I advised him 
to write it out in full and that I would give him the 
names of several Masonic papers which would be 
more than delighted to publish it. This man had been 
judged insane, he was not a hysteric..

A Masonic hysteric is a man with a wild 
imagination plus a symbol. The beauty about a 
symbol, is its flexibility; you can see more things in it 
and through it than were ever dreamed of by mortal 
man, and no man can say to you, nay. It is said that a 
Masonic hysteric one day saw some rabbit tracks in 
the snow and he immediately began to demonstrate 
the fact that the rabbit had a working knowledge of 
the Omniscience, Omnipresence and Omnipitence of 
Diety, because the tracks were triangular in outline.

What I may have said may sound jestingly, but 
we need not go far to see the convulsions of these 
hysterics. I quote one from a leading Masonic 
Journal; listen to its profoundity:--"Therefore 
when we consider the profound truths, marvelous 
philosophy, and exact sciences upon which 
Freemasonry is founded, and which bear the ear 
marks of centuries of scientific research, such as 
the careful observer must admit is contained in the 
work, we must banish for all time the thought that 
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the Craft was founded by any others than Masters of 
the Great School of Natural Science and Philosophy 
who permitted it to be known to the profane that 
the Guild or Craft was one of operative Masons, for 
the purpose only to hide the real truths and its true 
object from those hostile to the institution. This 
object was and has been for centuries to give to the 
human race TRUTH concerning the creation of the 
universe and the continuity of life after death, the 
immortality of the soul, and the relation which exists 
between this planet and the inhabitants of the whole 
universe. These truths are 
founded upon exact science, 
demonstrable by the Master 
in the possession of the 
knowledge, the whole being 
figured out on geometrical 
lines. Naturally this truth 
would come in conflict with 
orthodox and dogmatic 
religion."

His first claim is, that 
Freemasonry did not spring 
from the operative Mason 
and the history of such an 
ancestry was used merely 
as a blind behind which the 
Masters of the Great School 
of Natural Science and 
Philosophy hid themselves 
from hostile foes. No one 
will deny that the so called 
philosophy was engrafted 
into Masonry with the 
evolution of the Royal 
Arch. Many of the symbols 
and emblems in the Lodge 
Ritual were added during the period of Ritualistic 
development by Clare, Dunkerly, Hutchinson and 
Preston, but to claim that the Great Masters stole the 
livery of the Operative Craft as a mask through fear 
of hostility is absurd and unworthy of consideration, 
and it is to be regretted that the simple philosophy 
of right living should be perverted into an occult 
science and paraded as Masonic.

But the sum and substance of this "Repressed 
desire" is, that Freemasonry is a science plus a 
philosophy, which, when applied along "Geometrical 
lines," we may know the truth that will reveal to us 
immortality, the continuity of life after death, and the 
relation that exists between us and the inhabitants 
of Mars, Venus and Saturn and we may even greet 
the Jupterites. But he confesses that this wonderful 
science along geometrical lines, "Would come in 
conflict with orthodox and dogmatic religion." It is 

painful to think how many of us have been groping 
blindly and in darkness for many years under the 
delusion that the "Great Light" on our Altar reveal to 
us a merciful Father, the hope of immortal life and our 
duty to God and our neighbor, and have overlooked 
the great source of Truth revealed along Geometrical 
lines. Possibly we ought to replace the Holy Bible on 
our Altar with a copy of Euclid. But the author leaves 
a loop hole for our escape by saying farther along 
in his article:--"This is plain enough to one who is 
sufficiently interested and intelligent." I plead guilty 

to the last charge. These 
citations are given merely 
as an illustration of the kind 
of hysterical literature that 
is being written under the 
guise of Freemasonry.

But Hysteria is protean 
in its nature; it appears 
suddenly in unexpected 
quarters and under various 
disguises. Several years ago it 
broke out in the etymological 
field when a new prophet 
arose who contented that 
the words "Free Mason" are 
derived from the Egypto-
Coptic language, and mean 
"Children of Light." This 
was a brand new discovery 
and from an unlooked-
for source. Immediately 
the Masonic barns and 
woodsheds were filled with 
etymological gymnasts but 
they have merely rehearsed 
the old stunt without any 

additional thrills. Listen: "If we are to believe that 
our words, 'Free Mason' are derived from the ancient 
Egypto-Coptic language in which 'Phree' means 
light, knowledge, wisdom, or intelligence, while 
'Messem' was the plural of 'Mes,' signifying children; 
hence we were originally known as children or son 
of light, wisdom and intelligence. Then, considering 
this, the true conception of the word 'Free Mason,' it 
will be seen that everything else is consistent, placing 
in evidence not only the spiritual and philosophical 
teachings of the Craft, but also showing the oriental 
origin and great antiquity of our beloved Order."

This is indeed a beautiful conception and we can 
only wish that Masons were children of the light, 
even if the etymology is very wabbly. The assertion 
that the words, Free Mason, are derived from the 
Egyto-Coptic language is another figment of fancy 
thrown out by "Repressed desire;" an effort to bolster 
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up the flimsy claim that Freemasonry is founded 
upon the Egyptian mysteries. The facts are, there 
never was an Egypto-Coptic language. The Coptic 
language was spoken by the people of the Nile, 
until the Saracen conquest; it lives to-day only in 
Biblical literature, enriched with Greek and Hebrew 
words and embellished with a Greek culture of the 
Alexandrian School. The Egyptian language for the 
last twelve hundred years has been Arabic, and if 
there is or ever was a language known as Egypto-
Coptic, it is a mongrel and not recognized by the 
best authorities.

The English language is made up of words derived 
from the divisions and subdivisions of the great 
Aryan Race whose root language is the Sanskrit. 
Upon this derivation, the etymology of the English 
language is based. The word "Free" can be traced 
back through the six or seven different languages to 
the Sanskrit root word, "Priya," the original meaning 
being beloved or dear. Through the different 
languages in which it can be traced it has its present 
meaning, "Free."

The word, "Light," comes from the Sanskrit word, 
"Ruch," meaning brightness. The root of this word 
is found in the language of all Nations, and means 
brightness or to shine. In the derivation of these two 
words can any one discover any relation whatever 
between the root "Priya" and the word "Ruch?" The 
wildest stretch of the imagination can not make 
them synonymous.

The claim that "Messem" is the plural of "Mes" 
will not bear investigation because in the Coptic 
Language the plural of a word ending in a consonant 
was formed by adding the letter "I," hence if the 
derivation were true it should be "Mesi," not 
"Messem." Judging from the spelling of the word 
Mason in the several centuries, the Egypto-Coptic 
word "Mes" had a difficult course to travel to find 
its imaginary plural. In the 16th Century the word 
was spelled "Maisson," "Masones" and "Maison." In 
1611 we find the expression "Frie men of Maissones;" 
in 1634 it appears as "Frie Masones;" in 1636 it was 
written "Frie Mason." But not until 1725 was the 
Fraternity known as a "Society of Freemasons." If 
the word Mason and the word Children, were ever 
synonymous we ought to be able to trace the root 
of these words. The word Child comes from the 
Sanskrit word Ga or Gan meaning "to beget." From 
this root word up through all the languages the word 
means child.

The word Mason can be traced back through all 
the prominent languages to the Sanscrit root, "Mit," 
which means to cut. Can any one find even a possible 

relation between the words meaning to be born, and 
to cut? Will any one claim that they are synonymous? 
Unfortunately for this fancy of "Repressed Desire," 
the lexicographers and etymologists are all on the 
other side of the question.

If "The spiritual and philosophical teachings of 
the Craft and the oriental origin and great antiquity 
of our beloved Order" depend on such flimsy and 
untenable arguments or hypotheses, then the Craft 
is in danger, both as to its teachings and its origin.
If any Mason wishes to draw geometrical figures 
and lines, and evolve from them that life continues 
beyond the grave, and to demonstrate the relation 
between the planets and the inhabitants thereof, no 
one will deprive him of the pleasure; but the Book 
on our Altar declared many Centuries ago that: "The 
Heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament 
showeth His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech and night unto night showeth knowledge."   If 
any Mason wishes to amuse himself with the sacred 
triangles of Pythagoras, to demonstrate the unity of 
the world and the existence of Deity, well and good; 
but Freemasonry postulates the existence of God.
If any Mason enjoys himself by delving into the 
mysteries of Egypt and the Kabalah, no one will 
gainsay his zeal in his efforts to prove immortal life, 
the evidence of the spiritual world and the perfection 
of the Divine nature. It is well; but, Freemasonry 
accepts all this as axiomatic and concerning which 
there can be no denial.

Freemasonry is not a science of mental gyrations 
and abstractions, but it is the science of utilitarian 
thinking; it is not a philosophy of speculation, but it 
is the philosophy of doing; it is not a symbolism of 
Occult Sciences, but it is the mystery of the unfolding 
of a larger life; it is not so much as to origin, as it is 
to destiny; it is not so much as to the certainty of the 
past, as it is to the certainty and permanency in the 
future.

The liberal arts and sciences are worthy of every 
Mason's time and zeal, but these do not constitute 
Freemasonry. The ancestry of Freemasonry 
through the operative Craft is noble, the teachings 
of Freemasonry are sublime. Strained symbolism, 
abstract philosophy and etymological hypotheses 
add nothing to its luster, but rather dim its radiance 
in the broad field of practical morality. Sentiment 
is the greatest thing in the world. Freemasonry is 
sentiment in action.

 And then there is the rest of the story two issues 
later...
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The Builder Magazine 
June 1915 - Volume I - Number 6
HYSTERIA AND HYSTERICS -

Some few Brethren seem to have lost their poise in 
their protest against the article in the April issue on 
Hysteria in Freemasonry, and there have been one 
or two acute cases of hysterics. To be sure, Brother 
Kuhn stated his case in a forthright and picturesque 
manner, as is his habit, but nothing was further from 
his mind than to belittle real Masonic scholarship, 
much less to depreciate the great and simple 
symbolism of Masonry. Indeed, the sharp point of his 
satire was in behalf of real scholarship and authentic 
symbolism as over against those who have so often 
made Masonry ridiculous by exploiting pseudo-
learning and every hind of eccentric absurdity in its 
name. For too long the field of Masonic research has 
been a happy hunting-ground for the faddist, the 
hobbyist, the half-baked mystic, not to mention the 
inveterate crank who seems to think that Masonry is 
a mathematical puzzle instead of human fraternity 
founded upon spiritual reality. Against this sort of 
thing the keen thrust of Dr. Kuhn was timely and 
well-aimed, and it went to the mark.

Judging from a number of letters in criticism of 
the review of The Great Work, the editor himself is in 
need of a thorough trouncing. Well, if Brother Kuhn 
and the editor have both earned a good thrashing, 
as some seem to think, by all means let us have 
it, and the pages of The Builder are open for that 
purpose. Neither of us, however, can be convinced 
by the man who takes refuge in the queer conceit 
of intellectual superiority and ponderous learning, 
the better to dodge the issue; we know the difference 
between argument and putting on airs. Face the 
issues squarely, bring forward the facts, flay us right 
heartily and in good spirit, nor forget the words of 
Carlyle describing a walk and talk with Sterling: 
- "We walked westward in company, choosing 
whatever lanes or quieter streets there were, as far 
as Knightsbridge where our roads parted; talking 
of moralities and theological philosophies; arguing 
copiously, but except in opinion not disagreeing "

                                           •
The Builder was published from 1915 to 1930 by 

the National Masonic Research Society. Nearly a 
century later, it has yet to be surpassed in terms of 
quality of content. The publication did not rely on 
grip and grin photos to fill its pages; it relied on the 
research work of the leading Masonic writers of the 
day.

We are fortunate 
enough to have as our 
guest speaker Brother 
Bob Cooper, the 
Curator of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland 
Museum and Library. 
Author and Historian. 

Bro. Bob will speak 
on one or both of the 

following topics: 1. The Myth of Rosslyn Chapel
2. Civility, the traditional relationship between Masons 
and each other and society and the importance of how 
we deal with each other.

He is the author of numerous articles on all aspects 
of Freemasonry and lectures widely on Freemasonry, 
the Knights Templar, Rosslyn Chapel, the St. Clair 
family etc. He is a frequent visitor to the USA. 

Brother Cooper was initiated in The Lodge of Light, 
No. 1656 and is a Founder Member and Past Master 
of Lodge Edinburgh Castle, No. 1764. He ha Past 
Master of Lodge Sir Robert Moray, No. 1641 the 
premier Scottish Lodge of Research. He is currently 
serving as Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge, No. 
2076 (United Grand Lodge of England), the oldest 
Lodge of Research in the world.

He has  written or edited a number of books:
An Account of the Chapel of Roslin
The Genealogie of the Sainteclaires of Roslin
An Illustrated Guide to Rosslyn Chapel
A Winter with Robert Burns
The Voyages of the Venetian Brothers Nicolo and 
Antonio Zeno
The History and Origins of the Order of Free 
Gardeners
Freemasons, Gardeners and Templars
The Complete Manual of Freemasonry
The Templar Church of London
Cracking the Freemasons’ Code
The Rosslyn Hoax?
The Scottish ‘Standard’ Ritual
The Emblems of Freemasonry
The Red Triangle

Guest Speaker
Robert L. D. Cooper, Curator 

Grand Lodge AF&AM of Scotland
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Fifty years in the making was completed in 
less than an hour as the Plains Elementary School 
addition received a rare honor. Officers of the 
Grand Lodge of Montana helped dedicate the school 
building in a public ceremony. Superintendent of 
Schools and Grand Master of Masons in Montana, 
Thom Chisholm presided over the dedication. 

On a brisk, breezy afternoon, 
his officers traveled from all over 
Montana to dedicate the building for 
future generations to come. “It’s not 
too often that we get to dedicate a 
public building that’s being built from 
the ground up,” Chisholm stated.

The first building dedicated in 
Montana was in 1872 and Chisholm 
was happy to bring the historic 
ceremony to Plains for all to see. 
“Today we have assembled here at the 
Plains Elementary School to continue 
this tradition that has lasted over 100 
years. It’s been a time honored custom 
of the Grand Lodge Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Montana, “ 
Chisholm stated.

Plains School Board Trustees Chairman Ron 
Warren was tasked with reading a brief history on 
the importance the Masons have placed on education 
throughout their time as an organization. 

A record of the dedication was written and was 
confirmed that it was safely stored within the Grand 
Lodge’s archives. As a surprise, Chisholm brought 

out the recorded history of the 
educational system in Plains, which 
began in 1884.

The bulk of the ceremony was 
preparing the cornerstone - a stone 
that symbolizes the “foundation and 
the future.” The stone, provided from 
a local quarry, was symbolically laid 
on the corner of the foundation after 
it underwent ancient customs. The 
stone will later be displayed with a 
plaque as part of the school.

The rituals included measuring the stone, 
ensuring it was true and ideal for placement. Once 
measurements of the stone were completed, the 
stone was consecrated with corn for nourishment, 
wine for refreshment and oil for peace and joy.

“(The new addition) will help alleviate the problem  
- the nickname that we have of the 
Wildhorse Elementary - calling it the 
Wildhorse Island because the teachers 
and the students felt so isolated over 
there,” Chisholm explained. 

The project encompasses the wants 
and wishes of board members in the 
past. According to Chisholm, the new 
addition has been in the process for 
50 years or so.

“For the past many years, (the 
Wildhorse Elementary School) served 
this community and this new design 
here is fulfilling a goal of former 
board members to transition over to 
this new campus,” Chisholm said.

He stated the idea for a combined 
campus originated in the 50s and 60s.

“It is a life changing proposition for this community. 
The children and teachers are yet to understand the 
implications, the positive implications, that are about 
to happen,” Chisholm stated. “No longer will they be 
isolated near Highway 200, we will all be together 
in one unified building, on unified principle, one 
unified set of order.” 

Grand Lodge Dedicates School Addition
Justyna Tomtas, Clark Fork Valley Press
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We are ONE TEAM, with ONE PURPOSE. We 
believe that everyone has untold potential; therefore, 
DeMolay provides a safe environment to develop 
thoughtful and caring leaders.

We have given ourselves a goal for positive growth 
the second half of 2014.   We have challenged ourselves 
to have double digit initiations at 2 events in May and 
June.  We will be having our first State Wide Initiation 
at our annual Sweet Retreat on May 24th in Fairmont 
Hot Springs.  The second will be at Grand Lodge in 
Polson on June 27th.  We are confident we can make 
each of these initiations a glorious success.

We are very excited for the future of DeMolay, 
and we plan on making this Advisor Summit an 
annual event to give our advisors an opportunity to 
come together and share their ideas, as One Team of 
Montana DeMolay Advisors. We hope all Mason’s 
of Montana can take some time to attend some 
local meetings and see what we do for this amazing 
organization.

Those attending the Advisor Training included: 
Sam Whitehead (3,105); Jade Allen; Shawn Ratchford 
(3); J.D. Olson (105); Trever Howard (29); Dan 
Massey (149); Keith Olsen (105); Mark Carlson (44); 
Chris Wilhelm; Josh Williams (6); Jauquin Burkhart; 

Michael Welton (29); 
David Subik (22); Nick 
Combs (6); Heather 
Combs; josh Olsen (105); 
Ted Williams(1,6,18); 
Wilson Raska (18) and 
Lance Averett (90). 
   

DeMolay/Rainbow Girls, Sweet Retreat, May 24th 
at Fairmont Hot Springs!

DeMolay Advisor Training

The Montana Chapter of DeMolay 
conducted a special Advisor Training course 
on April 27 &28 in Bozeman. Director 
of Jurisdictional Services & Training 
presentation Franc “Dynamite” Norstrom’s 
focus was on the new “Belief Based Marketing” 
concept. The central feature of this was: 
   “We believe that everyone has untold potential; 
Therefore DeMolay provides opportunities to 
develop character and leadership skills through 
practice and example in a safe; empowering 
environment.”

    You can go to YouTube and search for  DeMolay 
Leadership Conference 8/10 Belief Based Marketing 
and view a past presentation. 

  Attending the weekend training were several 
DeMolay Advisors, the State DeMolay Executive Staff 
and three Grand Lodge Officers: Brian Murphy, R. W. 
Senior Grand Warden; Reid Gardiner, R. W. Grand 
Secretary and Lewie Fletcher, W. Grand Marshal, who 
have all had experience helping Montana DeMolay.

This weekend marked our first annual DeMolay 
Advisor Summit.   This weekend was centered around 
advisors from all across Montana getting together to 
learn and brainstorm new ideas that will help sling 
shot Montana DeMolay to the next level.

The main guest speaker was Brother Frank 
Nordstrom, from the DeMolay International 
Headquarters in Kansas City, MO. He brought some 
amazing tools and ideas that most of us who attended 
had never heard before.   
Each and every advisor 
who attended walked away 
feeling motivated and 
inspired on ways to gain 
membership, keep our 
existing boys interested 
and get our name out into 
our local communities.

With these new tools 
and ideas, we all believe 
that we are no longer 
separate chapters, with separate advisory boards, 
under the umbrella of the Jurisdiction of Montana. 
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I. WHAT THE OLD CHARGES ARE

I have just come from reading an article in one 
of the more obscure Masonic periodicals in which 
an unknown brother lets go with this very familiar 
remark: “As for me, I am not interested in the musty 
old documents of the past. I want to know what is 
going on today.” The context makes it clear that he 
had in mind the Old Charges. A sufficient reply to 
this ignoramus is that the Old Charges are among 
the things that are “going on today.” Eliminate them 
from Freemasonry as it now functions and not a 
subordinate lodge, or a Grand Lodge, or any other 
regular Masonic body could operate at all; they are to 
what the Constitution of this nation is to the United 
States Government, and what its statutes are to every 
state in the Union. All our constitutions, statutes, 
laws, rules, by-laws and regulations to some extent or 
other hark back to the Old Charges, and without them 
Masonic jurisprudence, or the methods for governing 
and regulating the legal affairs of the Craft, would be 
left hanging suspended in the air. In proportion as 
Masonic leaders, Grand Masters, Worshipful Masters 
and Jurisprudence Committees ignore, or forget, 
or misunderstand these Masonic charters they run 
amuck, and lead the Craft into all manner of wild and 
unmasonic undertakings. If some magician could 
devise a method whereby a clear conception of the Old 
Charges and what they stand for could be installed 
into the head of every active Mason in the land, it 
would save us all from embarrassment times without 
number and it would relieve Grand Lodges and 
other Grand bodies from the needless expenditure of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars every year. If there 
is any practical necessity, any hard down-next-to-the-
ground necessity anywhere in Freemasonry today, 
it is for a general clear-headed understanding of the 
Ancient Constitutions and landmarks of our Order.

By the Old Charges is meant those ancient 
documents that have come down to us from the 
fourteenth century and afterwards in which are 
incorporated the traditional history, the legends 
and the rules and regulations of Freemasonry. They 
are called variously “Ancient Manuscripts”, “Ancient 
Constitutions”, “Legend of the Craft”, “Gothic 
Manuscripts”, “Old Records”, etc, etc. In their physical 
makeup these documents are sometimes found in the 
form of handwritten paper or parchment rolls, the 
units of which are either sewn or pasted together; of 
hand-written sheets stitched together in book form, 
and in the familiar printed form of a modern book. 
Sometimes they are found incorporated in the minute 

The Old Charges and What They Mean to Us
By Bro. H. L. Haywood

The Builder Magazine, September 1923

book of a lodge. They range in estimated date from 
1390 until the first quarter of the eighteenth century, 
and a few of them are specimens of beautiful Gothic 
script. The largest number of them are in the keeping 
of the British Museum; the Masonic library of West 
Yorkshire, England, has in custody the second largest 
number.

As already said these Old Charges (such is their 
most familiar appellation) form the basis of modern 
Masonic constitutions, and therefore jurisprudence. 
They establish the continuity of the Masonic institution 
through a period of more than five centuries, and by 
fair implication much longer; and at the same time, 
and by token of the same significance, prove the 
great antiquity of Masonry by written documents, 
which is a thing no other craft in existence is able to 
do. These manuscripts are traditional and legendary 
in form and are therefore not to be read as histories 
are, nevertheless a careful and critical study of them 
based on internal evidence sheds more light on the 
earliest times of Freemasonry than any other one 
source whatever. It is believed that the Old Charges 
were used in making a Mason in the old Operative 
days; that they served as constitutions of lodges in 
many cases, and sometimes functioned as what we 
today call a warrant.

The systematic study of these manuscripts began in 
the middle of the past century, at which time only a few 
were known to be in existence. In 1872 William James 
Hughan listed 32. Owing largely to his efforts many 
others were discovered, so that in 1889 Gould was able 
to list 62, and Hughan himself in 1895 tabulated 66 
manuscript copies, 9 printed versions and 11 missing 
versions. This number has been so much increased of 
late years that in “Ars Quatuor Coronatorum”, Volume 
XXXI, page 40 (1918), Brother Roderick H. Baxter, 
now Worshipful Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge, 
listed 98, which number included the versions known 
to be missing. Brother Baxter’s list is peculiarly 
valuable in that he gives data as to when and where 
these manuscripts have been reproduced.

For the sake of being better able to compare one 
copy with another, Dr. W. Begemann classified all the 
versions into four general “families”, The Grand Lodge 
Family, The Sloane Family, The Roberts Family, and 
The Spencer Family. These family groups he divided 
further into branches, and he believed that The 
Spencer Family was an offshoot of The Grand Lodge 
Family, and The Roberts Family an offshoot of The 
Sloane Family. In this general manner of grouping, 
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the erudite doctor was followed by Hughan, Gould 
and their colleagues, and his classification still holds 
in general; attempts have been made in recent years 
to upset it, but without much success. One of the best 
charts, based on Begemann, is that made by Brother 
Lionel Vibert, a copy of which will be published in a 
future issue of THE BUILDER.

The first known printed reference to these Old 
Charges was made by Dr. Robert Plot in his Natural 
History of Staffordshire, published in 1868. Dr. A.F.A. 
Woodford and William James Hughan were the first 
to undertake a scientific study. Hughan’s Old Charges 
is to this day the standard work in English. Gould’s 
chapter in his History of Masonry would probably 
be ranked second in value, whereas the voluminous 
writings of Dr. Begemann, contributed by him to 
Zirkelcorrespondez, official organ of the National 
Grand Lodge of Germany, would, if only they were 
translated into English, give us the most exhaustive 
treatment of the subject ever yet written.

The Old Charges are peculiarly English. No such 
documents have ever been found in Ireland. Scotch 
manuscripts are known to be of English origin. It was 
once held by Findel and other German writers that 
the English versions ultimately derived from German 
sources, but this has been disproved. The only known 
point of similarity between the Old Charges and such 
German documents as the Torgau Ordinances and 
the Cologne Constitutions is the Legend of the Four 
Crowned Martyrs, and this legend is found among 
English versions only in the Regius Manuscript. 
As Gould well says, the British MSS. have “neither 
predecessors nor rivals”; they are the richest and 
rarest things in the whole field of Masonic writings.

When the Old Charges are placed side by side 
it is immediately seen that in their account of the 
traditional history of the Craft they vary in a great 
many particulars, nevertheless they appear to have 
derived from some common origin, and in the main 
they tell the same tale, which is as interesting as a 
fairy story out of Grimm. Did the original of this 
traditional account come from some individual or 
was it born out of a floating tradition, like the folk 
tales of ancient people? Authorities differ much on 
this point. Begemann not only declared that the first 
version of the story originated with an individual, but 
even set out what he deemed to be the literary sources 
used by that Great Unknown. The doctor’s arguments 
are powerful. On the other hand, others contend that 
the story began as a general vague oral tradition, and 
that this was in the course of time reduced to writing. 
In either event, why was the story ever written? In all 
probability an answer to that question will never be 

forth-coming, but W. Harry Rylands and others have 
been of the opinion that the first written versions were 
made in response to a general Writ for Return issued 
in 1388. Rylands’ words may be quoted: “It appears to 
me not at all improbable that much, if not all, of the 
legendary history was composed in answer to the Writ 
for Returns issued to the guilds all over the country, 
in the twelfth year of Richard the Second, A.D. 1388.”

(A.Q.C. XVL page 1)

II. THE TWO OLDEST MANUSCRIPTS

In 1757 King George II presented to the British 
Museum a collection of some 12,000 volumes, the 
nucleus of which had been laid by King Henry VII and 
which came to be known as the Royal Library. Among 
these books was a rarely beautiful manuscript written 
by hand on 64 pages of vellum, about four by five inches 
in size, which a cataloger, David Casley, entered as No. 
17 A-1 under the title, “A Poem of Moral Duties: here 
entitled Constitutiones Artis Gemetrie Secundem.” 
It was not until Mr. J.O. Halliwell, F.R.S. (afterwards 
Halliwell-Phillipps), a non-Mason, chanced to make 
the discovery that the manuscript was known to be 
a Masonic document. Mr. Phillipps read a paper on 
the manuscript before the Society of Antiquaries 
in 1839, and in the following year published a 
volume entitled Early History of Freemasonry in 
England (enlarged and revised in 1844), in which he 
incorporated a transcript of the document along with 
a few pages in facsimile. This important work will be 
found incorporated in the familiar Universal Masonic 
Library, the rusty sheepskin bindings of which strike 
the eyes on almost every Masonic book shelf. This 
manuscript was known as “The Halliwell”, or as “The 
Halliwell-Phillipps” until some fifty years atfterwards 
Gould rechristened it, in honour of the Royal Library 
in which it is found, the “Regius”, and since then this 
has become the more familiar cognomen.

David Casley, a learned specialist in old 
manuscripts, dated the “Regius” as of the fourteenth 
century. E.A. Bond, another expert, dated it as of the 
middle of the fifteenth century. Dr. Kloss, the German 
specialist, placed it between 1427 and 1445. But the 
majority have agreed on 1390 as the most probable 
date. “It is impossible to arrive at absolute certainty 
on this point,” says Hughan, whose Old Charges 
should be consulted, “save that it is not likely to be 
older than 1390, but may be some twenty years or so 
later.” Dr.W. Begemann made a study of the document 
that has never been equalled for thoroughness, and 
arrived at a conclusion that may be given in his own 
words: it was written “towards the end of the 14th or 
at least quite at the beginning of the 15th century (not 
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in Gloucester itself, as being too southerly, but) in 
the north of Gloucestershire or in the neighbouring 
north of Herefordshire, or even possibly in the south 
of Worcestershire.”

(A.Q.C. VII, page 35.)

In 1889 an exact facsimile of this famous 
manuscript was published in Volume I of the 
Antigrapha produced by the Quatuor Coronati Lodge 
of Research, and was edited by the then secretary 
of that lodge, George William Speth, himself a 
brilliant authority, who supplied a glossary that is 
indispensable to the amateur student. Along with it 
was published a commentary by R.F. Gould, one of 
the greatest of all his Masonic papers, though it is 
exasperating in its rambling arrangement and general 
lack of conclusiveness.

The Regius Manuscript is the only one of all the 
versions to be written in meter, and may have been 
composed by a priest, if one may judge by certain 
internal evidences, though the point is disputed. There 
are some 800 lines in the poem, the strictly Masonic 
portion coming to an end at line 576, after which 
begins what Hughan calls a “sermonette” on moral 
duties, in which there is quite a Roman Catholic vein 
with references to “the sins seven”, “the sweet lady” 
(referring to the Virgin) and to holy water. There is 
no such specific Mariolatry in any other version of 
the Old Charges, though the great majority of them 
express loyalty to “Holy Church” and all of them, until 
Anderson’s familiar version, are specifically Christian, 
so far as religion is concerned.

The author furnishes a list of fifteen “points” 
and fifteen “articles”, all of which are quite specific 
instructions concerning the behaviour of a Craftsman: 
this portion is believed by many to have been the 
charges to an initiate as used in the author’s period, 
and is therefore deemed the most important feature of 
the book as furnishing us a picture of the regulations 
of the Craft at that remote date. The Craft is described 
as having come into existence as an organized 
fraternity in “King Adelstoune’s day”, but in this 
the author contradicts himself, because he refers to 
things “written in old books” (I modernize spelling of 
quotations) and takes for granted a certain antiquity 
for the Masonry, which, as in all the Old Charges, 
is made synonymous with Geometry, a thing very 
different in those days from the abstract science over 
which we laboured during our school days.

The Regius Poem is evidently a book about 
Masonry, rather than a document of Masonry, and 
may very well have been written by a non-Mason, 

though there is no way in which we can verify such 
theories, especially seeing that we know nothing 
about the document save what it has to tell us about 
itself, which is little.

In his Commentary on the Regius MS, R.F. Gould 
produced a paragraph that has ever since served as 
the pivot of a great debate. It reads as follows and 
refers to the “sermonette” portion which deals with 
“moral duties”: “These rules of decorum read very 
curiously in the present age, but their inapplicability 
to the circumstances of the working Masons of the 
fourteen or fifteenth century will be at once apparent. 
They were intended for the gentlemen of those days, 
and the instruction for behaviour in the presence of 
a lord - at table and in the society of ladies - would 
have all been equally out of place in a code of manners 
drawn up for the use of a Guild or Craft of Artisans.”

The point of this is that there must have been 
present among the Craftsmen of that time a number of 
men not engaged at all in labour, and therefore were, 
as we would now describe them, “speculatives.” This 
would be of immense importance if Gould had made 
good his point, but that he was not able to do. The 
greatest minds of the period in question were devoted 
to architecture, and there is no reason not to believe 
that among the Craftsmen were members of good 
families. Also the Craft was in contact with the clergy 
all the while, and therefore many of its members may 
well have stood in need of rules for preserving proper 
decorum in great houses and among the members of 
the upper classes. From Woodford until the present 
time the great majority of Masonic scholars have 
believed the Old Charges to have been used by a 
strictly operative craft and it is evident that they will 
continue to do so until more conclusive evidence to 
the contrary is forthcoming than Gould’s surmise.

Next to the Regius the oldest manuscript is that 
known as the Cooke. It was published by R. Spencer, 
London, 1861 and was edited by Mr. Matthew Cooke, 
hence his name. In the British Museum’s catalogue 
it is listed as “Additional M.S. 23,198”, and has been 
dated by Hughan at 1450 or thereabouts, an estimate 
in which most of the specialists have concurred. 
Dr. Begemann believed the document to have been 
“compiled and written in the southeastern portion 
of the western Midlands, say, in Gloucestershire or 
Oxfordshire, possibly also in southeast Worcestershire 
or southwest Warwickshire. The ‘Book of Charges’ 
which forms the second part of the document is 
certainly of the 14th century, the historical or first 
part, of quite the beginning of the 15th.”

(A.Q.C. IX, page18)
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The Cooke MS. was most certainly in the hands 
of Mr. George Payne, when in his second term as 
Grand Master in 1720 he compiled the “General 
Regulations”, and which Anderson included in his 
own version of the “Constitutions” published in 1723. 
Anderson himself evidently made use of lines 901-
960 of the MS.

The Lodge Quatuor Coronati reprinted the 
Cooke in facsimile in Vol. II of its Antigrapha in 
1890, and included therewith a Commentary by 
George William Speth which is, in my own amateur 
opinion, an even more brilliant piece of work than 
Gould’s Commentary on the Regius. Some of Speth’s 
conclusions are of permanent value. I paraphrase his 
findings in my own words:

The M.S. is a transcript of a yet older document and 
was written by a Mason. There were several versions 
of the Charges to a Mason in circulation at the time. 
The MS. is in two parts, the former of which is an 
attempt at a history of the Craft, the latter of which is 
a version of the Charges. Of this portion Speth writes 
that it is “far and away the earliest, best and purest 
version of the ‘Old Charges’ which we possess.” The 
MS. mentions nine “articles”, and these evidently were 
legal enforcements at the time; the nine “points” given 
were probably not legally binding but were morally 
so. “Congregations” of Masons were held here and 
there but no “General Assembly” (or “Grand Lodge”); 
Grand Masters existed in fact but not in name and 
presided at one meeting of a congregation only. “Many 
of our present usages may be traced in their original 
form to this manuscript.”

III. ANDERSON’S CONSTITUTIONS AND OTHER 
PRINTED VERSIONS

One of the most important of all the versions 
of the Old Charges is not an ancient original at all, 
but a printed edition issued in 1722, and known as 
the Roberts, though it is believed to be a copy of an 
ancient document. Of this W.J. Hughan writes: “The 
only copy known was purchased by me at Brother 
Spencer’s sale of Masonic works, etc. (London, 1875), 
for 8 pounds 10s., on behalf of the late Brother R.F. 
Bower, and is now in the magnificent library of the 
Grand Lodge of Iowa, U.S.A.” This tiny volume is easily 
the most priceless Masonic literary possession in 
America, and was published in exact facsimile by the 
National Masonic Research Society, with an eloquent 
Introduction by Dr. Joseph Fort Newton in 1916. The 
Reverend Edmund Coxe edited a famous reprint in 
1871. It is a version meriting the most careful study 
on the part of the Masonic student because it had a 
decided influence on the literature and jurisprudence 

of the Craft after its initial appearance. It appeared in 
one of the most interesting and momentous periods 
of modern Speculative Masonry, namely, in the years 
between the organization of the first Grand Lodge in 
1717 and the appearance of Anderson’s Constitution 
in 1723. It is the earliest printed version of the Old 
Charges known to exist.

Another well-known printed version is that 
published in 1724 and known as the Briscoe. This 
was the second publication of its kind. The third 
printed version was issued in 1728-9 by Benjamin 
Cole, and known as the Cole Edition in consequence. 
This version is considered a literary gem in that the 
main body of the text is engraved throughout in most 
beautiful style. A special edition of this book was made 
in Leeds, 1897, the value of which was enhanced by one 
of W.J. Hughan’s famous introductions. For our own 
modern and practical purposes the most important 
of all the versions ever made was that compiled by 
Dr. James Anderson in 1723 and everywhere known 
familiarly as “Anderson’s Constitution.” A second 
edition appeared, much changed and enlarged, in 
1738; a third, by John Entick, in 1756; and so on every 
few years until by 1888 twenty-two editions in all 
had been issued. The Rev.A.F.A. Woodford, Hughan’s 
collaborator, edited an edition of The Constitution 
Book of 1723 as Volume I of Kenning’s Masonic 
Archeological Library, under date of 1878. This is 
a correct and detailed reproduction of the book 
exactly as Anderson first published it, and is valuable 
accordingly.

Anderson’s title page is interesting to read: “The 
CONSTITUTION, History, Laws, Charges, Orders, 
Regulations, and Usages, of the Right Worshipful 
FRATERNITY of ACCEPTED FREE MASONS; 
collected from their general RECORDS, and their 
faithful TRADITIONS of many Ages. To be read 
At the Admission of a NEW BROTHER, when the 
Master or Warden shall begin, or order some other 
Brother to read as follows, etc.” After the word 
“follows” Anderson’s own version of Masonic history 
begins with this astonishing statement:

“Adam, our first Parent, created after the Image of 
God, the great Architect of the Universe, must have 
had the Liberal Sciences, particularly Geometry, 
written on his Heart, etc.”

Thus did Dr. Anderson launch his now thrice 
familiar account of the history of Freemasonry, an 
account which, save in the hands of the most expert 
Masonic antiquarian, yields very little dependable 
historical fact whatsoever, but which, owing to 
the prestige of its author, came to be accepted for 
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generations as a bona fide history of the Craft. It 
will be many a long year yet before the rank and file 
of brethren shall have learned that Dr. Anderson’s 
“history” belongs in the realm of fable for the most 
part, and has never been accepted as anything else by 
knowing ones.

The established facts concerning Dr. Anderson’s 
own private history comprise a record almost as brief 
as the short and simple annals of the poor. Brother J.T. 
Thorp, one of the most distinguished of the veterans 
among living English Masonic scholars, has given it in 
an excellent brief form.

(A.Q.C. XVIII, page 9.)

“Of this distinguished Brother we know very little. 
He is believed to have been born, educated and made 
a Mason in Scotland, subsequently settling in London 
as a Presbyterian Minister. He is mentioned for the 
first time in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
England on September 29th, 1721, when he was 
appointed to revise the old Gothic Constitutions - 
this revision was approved by the Grand Lodge of 
England on September 29th in 1723, in which year 
Anderson was Junior Grand Warden under the Duke 
of Wharton - he published a second edition of the 
Book of Constitutions in 1738, and died in 1739. This 
is about all that is known of him.”

In his 1738 edition Anderson so garbled up 
his account of the founding of Grand Lodge, and 
contradicted his own earlier story in such fashion, 
that R.F. Gould was inclined to believe either that he 
had become disgruntled and full of spleen, or else that 
he was in his dotage. Be that as it may, Anderson’s 
historical pages are to be read with extreme caution. 
His Constitution itself, or that part dealing with 
the principles and regulations of the Craft, is most 
certainly a compilation made of extracts of other 
versions of the Old Charges pretty much mixed with 
the Doctor’s own ideas in the premises, and so much 
at variance with previous customs that the official 
adoption thereof caused much dissension among the 
lodges, and may have had something to do with the 
disaffection which at last led to the formation of the 
“Antient” Grand Lodge of 1751 or thereabouts. The 
“Anderson” of this latter body, which in time waxed 
very powerful, was Laurence Dermott, a brilliant 
Irishman, who as Grand Secretary was leader of 
the “Antient” forces for many years, and who wrote 
for the body its own Constitution, called Ahiman 
Rezon, which cryptic title is believed by some to 
mean “Worthy Brother Secretary.” The first edition 
of this important version was made in 1756, a second 
in 1764, and so on until by 1813 an eighth had been 
published. A very complete collection of all editions is 

in the Masonic Library at Philadelphia. 

A few of our Grand Lodges, Pennsylvania among 
them, continue to call their Book of Constitutions, 
The Ahiman Rezon.

Anderson himself is still on the rack of criticism. 
Learned brethren are checking his statements (see 
Brother Vibert’s article in THE BUILDER for August), 
sifting his pages and leaving no stone unturned in order 
to appraise correctly his contributions to Masonic 
history. But there is not so much disagreement on the 
Constitution. In that document, which did not give 
satisfaction to many upon its appearance, Anderson, 
as Brother Lionel Vibert has well said, “builded better 
than he knew,” because he produced a document 
which until now serves as the groundwork of nearly 
all Grand Lodge Constitutions having jurisdiction 
over Symbolic Masonry, and which once and for all 
established Speculative Freemasonry on a basis apart, 
and with no sectarian character, either as to religion or 
politics. For all his faults as a historian (and these faults 
were as much of his age as of his own shortcomings), 
Anderson is a great figure in our annals and deserves 
at the hand of every student a careful and, reverent 
study.

IV. CONCLUSION

Both thanked the Lodge and all present for 
the beautiful evening and ceremony.  Some in the 
audience asked them each for another 50 years of 
service.  These remarks brought smiles to the many 
faces.  

Introductions of families and special friends were 
made.  Bro. Bill Murphy, GSS, and Mrs. Pat Beddes, 
Worthy Matron, Jephthah Chapter #116, Order of the 
Eastern Star were also introduced.

At the conclusion of the evening, all were invited to 
the dining room to enjoy cake, cookies and ice cream.  
Thus, peace, harmony and fellowship prevailed
 concluding this very brief and inconclusive sketch 
of a great subject, I return to my first statement. In 
the whole circle of Masonic studies there is not, 
for us Americans at any rate, any subject of such 
importance as this of the Old Charges, especially 
insofar as they have to do with our own Constitutions 
and Regulations, and that is very much indeed. Many 
false conceptions of Freemasonry may be directly 
traced to an unlearned, or wilful misinterpretation 
of the Old Charges, what they are, what they mean 
to us, and what their authority may be. In this land 
jurisprudence is a problem of supreme importance, 
and in a way not very well comprehended by our 
brethren in other parts, who often wonder why we 
should be so obsessed by it. We have forty-nine Grand 
Lodges, each of which is sovereign in its own state, 
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and all of which must maintain fraternal relations 
with scores of Grand bodies abroad as well as with 
each other. These Grand Lodges assemble each year to 
legislate for the Craft, and therefore, in the very nature 
of things, the organization and government     of the 
Order is for us Americans a much more complicated 
and important thing than it can be in other lands. To 
know what the Old Charges are, and to understand 
Masonic constitutional law and practice, is for our 
leaders and law-givers a prime necessity.
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50 Year Membership Masonic Program
Huntley Project Lodge #144

On March 26, 2014, a special event was scheduled at 
Huntley Project Lodge #144 in Worden, MT.  The event 
was fraught with fellowship, friendship and Masonic 
History.  Bro. Johny 
Starnes, WM, the 
membership and 
guests came together 
to honor two 
members who had 
achieved 50 years 
of membership – 
Bro. Michael Ervin 
and Bro. Wayne L. 
Hofferber, PM.

The open meeting began at 7:30 pm with Bro. Laris 
Roberts, PM leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
US Flag.  Jephthah Chapter #116 OES members had 
been invited to the program.  HP Lodge Secretary Laris 
Roberts, PM welcomed the families, lodge members, 
guests and honorees to think back; challenged them 
to answer the questions:  Where were you in 1964?  
What were you doing when these two men were 
taking their first steps to becoming Master Masons?  

All in attendance were divided into teams.  Each 
team was given a 33 question trivia quiz.  Facilitators 
wandered the room as the teams rushed to complete 
the quiz – all vying for the coveted prizes that would 
be awarded this evening.

When the working time was up, the questions 
were asked and the teams had a chance to give a 
correct answer – earning points for their respective 
teams.  Questions ranged from who ran for president 
in 1964; who won the World Series in the fall of 1964 
to what was the top holiday toy given at Christmas?  
When the yelling stopped – the catcalls ceased and 
the cheering abated, 
the team that was 
victorious had scored 
28 out of 33 points and 
walked away with their 
prize – a glass bottle of 
Pepsi.  After all, 1964 
was the first time the 
public had been dubbed 
the Pepsi Generation 
in their television 
commercials!

  Meriwether Lewis’ 
Masonic apron, which he 
carried on the Corps of 
Discovery trek across the 
country, is displayed along 
with two painting depicting the first 
Masonic meeting in the Territory,
now the State of Montana.

  This British drum with its original 
drum sticks was played in both the 
Revolutionary and Civil Wars.

   The Grand Masters’ Lion Paw signet ring 
is made of gold mined at Alder Gulch, Virigina 
City, Montana in 1887 by Samuel Word who was one of the first 
lawyers admitted to practice in Montana on December 4, 1864.    

These are but a few of the treasures waiting for you to discover at 
the site of one of Helena’s first gold claims.

Call for more information: 406 442-7774    
     

WWW.grandlodgemontana.org
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Bro. Wayne L. Hofferber, PM, spoke also of the 
sacrifices he had made to travel and to work with a 
small group of HP Brethren who took their time away 
from other activities to assist him as he learned his 
proficiencies to become a Master Mason.  Bro. Wayne 
spoke of the many friendships developed and the 
years of fellowship that had passed. 

 
Both thanked the Lodge and all present for 

the beautiful evening and ceremony.  Some in the 
audience asked them each for another 50 years of 
service.  These remarks brought smiles to the many 

faces.  

Introductions of families and 
special friends were made.  Bro. 
Bill Murphy, WGSS, and Mrs. 
Pat Beddes, Worthy Matron, 
Jephthah Chapter #116, Order 
of the Eastern Star were also 
introduced.

At the conclusion of the 
evening, all were invited to the 

dining room to enjoy cake, cookies and ice cream.  
Thus, peace, harmony and fellowship prevailed

As a transition to set the tone of the activities to 
come, Bro. Laris Roberts, PM, read a testimonial to 
the craft, entitled, “I am Free Masonry”, author Ray 
V. Denslow.

 Now it was time for the business at hand.  
With the assistance of Bro. Bill Murphy, WGSS, a 
special program was presented that retraced the 
travels of the 50 year Master Masons.  HP Chaplain 
Bro. Bruce Miller, PM, offered a prayer.  Escorted by 
the HP Lodge Junior Deacon Buddy Neese and HP 
Lodge Senior Deacon Chris Conklin, their journeys 
began with their introduction 
from behind the alter.  Bro. 
Johny Starns, WM, directed 
the Junior and Senior Deacons 
to return these Masons to 
where they became Entered 
Apprentices.  So they were 
escorted to the Door of the 
Preparation Room.  Bro. Johny 
Starns, WM, reminded these 
Masons of the many lessons 
taught as they had progressed 
through the degrees.  HP Lodge Secretary Laris 
Roberts, PM read the Masonic history of each of the 
honorees’ years of Masonic Service.  

Bro. Roberts, PM noted that both men presented 
had become Entered Apprentices’ on the same date 
- March 11, 1964:  Bro. Michael Ervin in Excelsior 
#41 in Indiana, and Bro. Wayne L. Hofferber, PM in 
Worden at HP Lodge #144.  As the years passed, each 
served as they were asked.  Bro. Wayne L. Hofferber, 
PM served in the East in 1971.  

Following the reading of their Masonic History, the 
two honorees were presented in the East.  Bro. Starns, 
WM, instructed the Junior and Senior Deacons to 
continue the journey as he called the body up and 
the men were given public Grand Honors by their 
brethren.  Hearty congratulations followed.  MW 
Starns with the assistance of Bro. Bobby Heaton, PM, 
Instructor, presented each with their patent, their 50 
year pin and a copy of the evening’s program.  

When requested, each brother offered remarks.  
Bro. Michael Ervin spoke of his grandfather who was 
his first  line signer – of the time and travels it took 
for he and his grandfather to work together so that 
Michael could pass the needed proficiencies.  

Bro. Michael offered that the lessons of the 
teachings found in the degrees to be the signposts that 
guided him on the road his life has taken.  
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Grand Master ~ DeMolay Executive Officer 

Joint Appeal 

By now you should have received the joint Grand 
Master and DeMolay Executive Officer Appeal 
for Montana DeMolay. The appeal was sent in an 
envelope similar to the one at the right. 

Please consider supporting this appeal. Montana 
DeMolay has been growing steadily over recent 
years. Proceeds from this appeal will be used to 
continue to develop the youth of our great state.

As Grand Master, I am very impressed 
with DeMolay and our other Masonic Youth 
organizations that represent the leadership qualities 
needed to strengthen the future of our fraternity. 

Contained in the initial appeal letter was a 
window decal for your home or car to show your 
support of Masonic Youth. If you are able to donate 
$50.00 or more you will received a Montana Mason 
Medallion on a leather key fob.

I hope that you will donate to Montana DeMolay 
has I have done. Thank you for your support of 
Montana DeMolay.

                        Thom Chisholm, Grand Master

•
I would like to take this opportunity to tell you 

about what DeMolay does for the young men of our 
great state. DeMolay is an organization dedicated 
to preparing young men to lead successful, happy, 
and productive lives. DeMolay opens doors to our 
youth by developing civic, personal responsibility 
and leadership skills so vitally needed today.   

“We believe that everyone has untold potential; 
therefore DeMolay provides opportunities to 
develop character and leadership skills through 
practice and example in a safe; empowering 
environment.” DeMolay has a place for every 
young man to belong and be part of.

Your contribution will be used to help support 
the Montana DeMolay Foundation to create 
college scholarships; to help plan and implement 
membership drives; and to help support the overall 
purpose of Montana DeMolay. 

My thanks to Most Worshipful Brother Thom 
Chisholm for helping this joint appeal to take place 
and to each of you who are able to give to Montana 
DeMolay. 

                         
                         Sam Whitehead, Executive Officer
                                    Montana DeMolay
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148th Annual Communication

                                             GRAND LODGE AF & AM of MONTANA
                                            KwaTaqNuk –Best Western, Polson, Montana

June 26, 27, & 28, 2014

PRE-REGISTRATION Mail this Form to:
148th Annual Communication

PO Box 1158
Helena, MT 59624-1158

Registration must be Received prior to June 1, 2014

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT: (Name Badge Will Be Completed From This Information)

NAME:  ______________________________________________TITLE: _____________________________
                                                    (Full Given Name)                    (Title - WM, Sec, Trs, PM, MM) 

NAME OF LODGE: _____________________________________________ LODGE NUMBER: __________
    
MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________CITY: ________________STATE: _____ZIP:________  
  
TELEPHONE: _____________E-MAIL:_____________________ACCOMPANIED BY:__________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                   (Lady’s Name)   
    Please complete the top section and mail it in even if you do not plan to purchase any meals.

Tickets are limited and availability is not guaranteed after June 1st

Thursday, June 26, 2014 Mission Valley #78 (Burgers & Brats) No. ____ @ $15.00 = $ ______
 
Friday, June 27, 2014
Men’s & Luncheon  (Indian Taco Buffet)   No. ____ @ $18.00 = $ ______
Ladies Luncheon/Tour       No. ____ @ $30.00 = $ ______ 
Delegates (& Ladies) Banquet (Beef Pot Roast )   No. ____ @ $30.00 = $ ______
   or (Chicken Parmesan)   No. ____ @ $30.00 = $ ______ 

Saturday, June 28, 2014
Men’s Luncheon  (Deli Express Buffet)   No. ____ @ $18.00 = $______
 
Reception for Grand Master & Grand Lodge Officers   No. ____ @ $20.00 = $ _____  
                                                      (Sandwich Bar)                                                                                
                                                                                                                                       

Payment for Activities:
Check Enclosed: #____________________________  Total Activity Amount: $________

 (Please make checks payable to: 148th Annual Communication)

Credit Card (Master Card or Visa Only): _______________________ Expires:  __________ 

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________________  

Registration/Credentials and Session will be at the KwaTaqNuk Hotel
Your current authorized Grand Lodge Dues Card is required to be presented at Session Registration

If attending as a Proxy You must present the Proxy Card when you sign in and Register

General Member Registration Form
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148th Annual Communication

KwaTaqNuk - Best Western Hotel
(406) 883-3636  or 1 800 882-6363

48708 Highway 93 E, Polson, Montana

(Block of Rooms under “Grand Lodge” - Block Room Rate - $121.99+ tax City Side or $138.00 +tax Lake Side)

Alternate Hotels in Polson: 
 Bay View Inn - (406) 883-3120

 Flathead Lake Inn (406) 883-6266

TENTATIVE AGENDA
(Full agenda will be available in the Session Program)

THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2014
Vesper Service – KwaTaqNuk, Outside Patio area

No Host Cocktails - Charlo Room
            Mission Valley Lodge #78, Dinner at Beotcher Park

FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2014
Public Grand Opening (Ladies Welcome) – Michel, Victor & Alexander Rooms

Formal Opening of Grand Lodge,  Tyled
Election of Grand Lodge Officers

Grand Lodge Call from Labor to Refreshment
Grand Lodge Refreshment to Labor

Call to Order
DeMolay Initiation Ceremony 

Committee Reports
Reception of Montana Past Grand Masters

Reception of 50-Year Masons
Reception of Visiting Grand Lodge Officers

Grand Lodge Call from Labor to Refreshment
No Host Fellowship – Charlo Room

Master Masons Banquet - Michel, Victor & Alexander Rooms
Awards, Honors, Special Recognition & Guest Speaker

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2014
Call to Labor - Michel, Victor & Alexander Rooms

Guest Speaker - Robert Cooper- Curator, Grand Lodge of Scotland
Legislation

Grand Lodge Call from Labor to Refreshment
Grand Lodge Refreshment to Labor
Finance Final Report with Budget

Formal Closing of 148th Annual Communication
Installation of Grand Lodge Officers for 2014 - 2015

Grand Lodge Officers Public Installation, followed by the Reception for the new Grand Master and Grand Lodge 
Officers will take place at the KwaTaqNuk Hotel. All Masons, ladies, families and friends are invited.
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148th Annual Communication of the 
Grand Lodge AF&AM of Montana

June 26-27-28, 2014

The 148th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Montana 
will be held at the KwaTaqNuk Resort in Polson, Montana 

KwaTaqNuk, Room Rates are: 
Lake View rooms @ $138.00 or 
City View rooms @ $121.99 (plus tax) 

In order to receive the conference rate you must tell them it’s for the 
Grand Lodge of Montana. 

For Reservation call (406) 883-3636  or  800 882-6363

•
The following also have a limited number of rooms under the block name of 

“Grand Lodge” these rooms must be reserved by May 15.

Alternate Hotels in Polson: 

 Bay View Inn - (406) 883-3120

 Flathead Lake Inn (406) 883-6266
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